
 Preparing to Hear God’s Word
 
 Prelude                            Two Preludes for the Right Hand Stephen Beneking

 Welcome

u	 Call to Worship  
  God dances in the light and delights in creation.
   God loves the world.
  God made the world and all that is in it.
   God loves the world.
  Let us give thanks to the Lord!
   God’s steadfast love lasts forever!
   Let us worship God!

u Hymn 157 I Danced in the Morning LORD OF THE DANCE

 Call to Confession

 Prayer of Confession

  
O Holy One...

  Forgive us, O Lord, and transform us by your grace.
          Forgive us, O Lord, and free us from all that keeps us bound.

 Assurance of Forgiveness       
  God invites us to see the world through a lens of love.
  Beloved, open your eyes.
  God is God, and we are not, so God invites us to give up control.
  Beloved, relax your arms.
  God is freeing us from the systems that keep us bound.
  Beloved, open your hands.
  God is calling us to free one another.
  Beloved, reach a hand toward a neighbor.

  Hear this good news and proclaim it together:
  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven and freed to try again. Amen.
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u Sung Response    Glory to God no. 618 
  All glory to our Lord and God
  For love so deep, so high, so broad:
  The Trinity whom we adore
  Forever and forevermore.

u Passing of the Peace
  May the peace of Christ be with you.
   And also with you.

God’s Word to Us
 A Time with Children and Youth

Young children are invited to depart to the education building for a time of unstructured play.

 Prayer for Illumination 

 Epistle Reading    Ephesians 2:1-10 NT p. 181

 Anthem  Jesus Walked this Lonesome Valley African-American spiritual
    Ellie Weikle, solo
  Jesus walked this lonesome valley, he had to walk it by himself;
  oh nobody else could walk it for him, he had to walk it by himself.
   I must walk this lonesome valley, oh I must walk it by myself;
   oh nobody else can walk it for me, I have to walk it by myself. 
  I must go and stand my trial, oh I must stand it by myself;
  oh nobody else can stand it for me, I have to stand it by myself. 

 Gospel Reading    John 3:14-21 NT p. 88
 
 Sermon  Eternal Life from the Back Pew Dr. Jacqueline Lapsley

Responding to God’s Word 

u	 Affirmation of Faith  The Apostles’ Creed
  I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
   Maker of heaven and earth,
  and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
   who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
   born of the Virgin Mary,
   suffered under Pontius Pilate,
   was crucified, dead, and buried;
  he descended into hell;
  the third day he rose again from the dead;
  he ascended into heaven
   and sitteth on the right hand 
   of God the Father Almighty;
  from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

  I believe in the Holy Ghost;
   the holy catholic church;
   the communion of saints;
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   the forgiveness of sins;
   the resurrection of the body;
   and the life everlasting. Amen.

u		Hymn HS 12 Lord Christ, When First You Came NEWNHAM
      Carolyn Kelly, piano

    Ellie Weikle, solo

 Prayers of the Congregation and the Lord’s Prayer 
  Our Father, who art in heaven,
   hallowed be thy name,
   thy kingdom come,
   thy will be done,
   on earth as it is in heaven.
  Give us this day our daily bread;
  and forgive us our debts
   as we forgive our debtors,
  and lead us not into temptation,
   but deliver us from evil.
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
   and the glory, forever. Amen.

 The Offering

 Offertory Inscription of Hope Z. Randall Stroope
  I believe in the sun even when it is not shining,
  And I believe in love even when there’s no one there.
  And I believe in God even when there is silence,
  I believe through any trial there is always a way.
   But sometimes in this suffering and hopeless despair,
   My heart cries for shelter, to know someone’s there.
   But a voice rises within me saying hold on my child,
   I’ll give you strength, I’ll give you hope, just stay a little while.
  May there someday be sunshine,
  May there someday be happiness,
  May there someday be love,
  May there someday be peace.

u Presentation of the Offering  Hymnal Supplement no. 52
  Lord, whose love in humble service bore the weight of human need,
  Who upon the cross forsaken, worked your mercy’s perfect deed:
  We, your servants, bring the worship, not of voice alone, but heart;
  Consecrating to your purpose every gift which you impart.

u	 Prayer of Thanksgiving  
  Merciful God, we thank you for your wonderful works among humankind. Accept this 
  offering with the dedication of our lives and help us be for the world an emblem of your 
  steadfast love. In Jesus Christ, Amen.

u		Hymn 366  Love Divine, All Loves Excelling HYFRYDOL

u Charge and Benediction        
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	 Choral Benediction Response Shalom chaverim Trad. Israeli folk song
   Farewell, good friends.  May peace be with you until we meet again.

u Please stand, as you are able.

The flowers in the sanctuary today are given by David and Debby Garth, in honor of their family.

In today’s worship, we remember the creators of the body of music known as Negro Spirituals, 
Jubilee Songs, and, more modernly, African-American Spirituals. By whatever name, these beautiful

 songs speak directly to the soul. As you feel moved, please consider placing an offering in the 
envelope provided in the pews in support of the church’s Royalties for Negro Spirituals Program.

What’s Happening  
at Westminster

Sunday, March 10
Fourth Sunday of Lent, Daylight Saving Time begins
9:30 a.m. Church School hour
11 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary
12:15 p.m. Singers rehearsal in the Choir Room
12:30 p.m. Session meeting in the Library

Monday, March 11
6:30 p.m. UKirk Dinner and Discussion in Common Grounds

Tuesday, March 12
2 p.m. Tuesday Bible Study in the Lower Lounge

Wednesday, March 13
7 p.m. 20/30/40 CreW Wednesday Wind Down (off site) 

Thursday, March 14
7 p.m. Choir rehearsal in the Choir Room

Saturday, March 16
PACEM at Westminster concludes 
3 p.m. Memorial service for Carl S. Matthews in the Sanctuary, 
           followed by a reception in the Fellowship Hall

Sunday, March 17
Fifth Sunday of Lent
9:30 a.m. Church School Hour
11 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary
Noon UKirk and 20/30/40 Crew Bagel Brunch at Common Grounds
12:15 p.m. Singers rehearsal in the Choir Room
12:15 p.m. Deacons meeting in the Upper Lounge

Monday, March 18
11 a.m. Memorial service for Sally Nelson in the Sanctuary, 
             followed by a reception in the Fellowship Hall
6:30 p.m. UKirk Dinner and Discussion in Common Grounds
6:30 p.m. Prayer Shawl Gathering in the Lower Lounge

Welcome to the Westminster community. Make sure you’re signed up for our eNews, Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram accounts, @westminstercville. Visit www.westminsterva.org. 

To give, scan the QR code to the right.
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