
Worship & Music Division Report 

The Worship and Music Committees worked, together and separately, to address various 
responsibilities related to worship at Westminster during 2020.  Our traditional schedule 
of worship opportunities changed abruptly with the appearance of the Corona virus and 
the decision by Session in March to curtail all in person Worship services. 

Worship Committee 

During the year, our normal activities changed from scheduling ushers, preparation of 
communion elements, training Acolytes and other activities that support in person wor-
ship to the support of our pastors and music directors in their creation of new ways to 
worship from a distance. Our thanks and gratitude to each of them for their willingness to 
embrace new technology and the creativity and collaboration that offered us new and 
beautiful way to !be in community” without being physically together. 

Our worship journey began in March with worship in a video format with the help of 
Anna Brown as our videographer and editor.  Each Sunday morning a video was avail-
able for viewing that afforded us wonderful messages and lessons to carry us through 
these times. It was a treat to see glimpses of members reading scripture, participation of 
some of our youth, and video of our sanctuary and grounds to remind us of our church 
home. In short time, other worship opportunities were devised to bring us together such 
as the 8:30 Prayer group that meets each Sunday via Zoom to offer prayers of thanksgiv-
ing, comfort, or need.  The Zoom Taize service at 11:30 has been a meaningful addition 
and drive through Communion is available the first Sunday of every month at 1:30.  

As the year progressed, additional opportunities to worship were planned in spaces and in 
ways that would be safe for those wishing to meet in person.  The annual Rite-13 cere-
mony was performed in the Courtyard with masks and social distancing. Several small 
group meetings were also held in the Courtyard for prayers for our nation and for the or-
dination of our new Elders.  Some of these services were also photographed or videos 
were made for at home viewing. 

We also expanded our worship places to included a tented space next to the Alcove to 
have candle lighting services each Sunday evening during Advent and then moving to 
three well attended Christmas Eve services. 

As we move through 2021, we will continue to support our Pastoral leaders in their ef-
forts to provide creative and meaningful worship in ways that are safe and meet the di-
verse needs of our congregation. 

      Kathy Redding, Chair "



Music Committee 

At its first meeting of the year, the Music Committee made big plans for the spring and 
summer of 2020. Special music would be offered by the choirs and guest instrumentalists 
for the Holy Week services in April, an all-church musical would be prepared during the 
third week in June for presentation in worship on Sunday, June 21st, and the concert se-
ries, A Little Summer Music, would be offered. The first concert—the traditional “ama-
teur night” followed by an ice cream social—was scheduled for Thursday, June 11th, at 
7:30 PM. The second concert, which the committee hoped would be an outdoor perfor-
mance by a professional bluegrass-type band followed by a cookout, would take place on 
a Thursday evening in July. The third concert, featuring songs from popular musicals, 
was slated for Thursday, August 20th at 7:30 PM, again to be followed by an ice cream 
social. The idea of an Adult Choir social event during Epiphany was explored so that new 
and old choir members could get to know each other better. 

Of course, everything came to a screeching halt on March 15th when the Session voted to 
suspend in-person worship services and to close the church buildings on account of the 
recently declared COVID-19 pandemic. The Session and church staff made plans for on-
line worship services that would be pre-recorded and made available on Sunday mornings 
via the church website. Session members familiar with video-conferencing applications 
recommended “Zoom” as well-suited to virtual meetings of committees and other church 
groups. 

Post-March 15th, Megan and Jonathan provided beautiful and inspirational instrumental 
and vocal music for the pre-recorded worship services from March 22nd through the end 
of the year. On occasion, Rev. Dorothy joined them on conga drums.  They also invited 
many musicians from the congregation, including Winston Barham, Meg Bowen, Sophie 
Caplin, John Kleinschmidt, Dana and Steve Patek, Nancy and Jake Paulson, and Ellie 
Weikle, to participate in these services. Congregation members were also encouraged to 
contribute recorded musical offerings for a new webpage on the Westminster site: Songs 
of Comfort. This webpage is a place where anyone can go to hear some inspiring music. 

Jonathan and Megan also led congregation-wide Hymn Sings via Zoom on three Sunday 
mornings in June and one Sunday morning each in July and August. The hymns were 
drawn from our new hymnal, Glory to God, which we had been using for only five 
months before in-person worship was suspended. The Hymn Sings continued on the last 
Sunday of the month September through December. 

In addition, on the recommendation of the Music and Worship Committees, a syn-
chronous worship service based on the tradition of the Taizé Ecumenical Community in 
France was offered via Zoom at 11:30 on Sunday mornings, except for the last Sunday of 
the month. The Taizé services began on September 13th and continued through the end of 
the year. Megan and Jonathan planned all the services and served as music leaders for all 



but four of them, working together with volunteer readers of scripture and prayer orga-
nized and scheduled by Kathy Redding, Chair of the Worship Committee. On October 
11th and November 15th, Winston Barham led the music, and on November 22nd and De-
cember 20th John Kleinschmidt assumed that role, with Nadine Roddy serving as Zoom 
host. Both the Hymn Sings and the Taizé services are ongoing in 2021. 

In the fall, a percussion ensemble, open to anyone in the congregation regardless of age 
or experience, was formed. Using instruments from the church’s large and varied collec-
tion, the group met on the patio outside the choir room on Friday afternoons at 5:30. In 
addition to having a good time, the ensemble provided the postlude for the online wor-
ship service on World Communion Sunday in October. The group, which was led by 
Winston Barham and Megan Sharp, may be revived in the spring. 

For the Advent-Christmas season, the Committee was involved in the planning of three 
versions of the traditional Lessons and Carols worship service. An in-person service—the 
first since March 8th—took place in the church courtyard and arcade area on Saturday, 
December 12th at 4:00 PM. It was attended by approximately 20 congregants, 22 choir 
members (from the Adult and Youth Choirs), as well as clergy and staff members. The 
Zoom version of the service offered the following day at 4:00 PM was hosted by Megan 
and Jonathan, and it was attended by 50 households. The third version, this time in video 
format, was posted on the church YouTube channel the following week, and it included 
an anthem recorded by our youngest choir, the Choristers. At last count, the video had 
received 130 views. 

The Committee also assisted with the planning for a church-wide caroling opportunity 
that could be held safely during this time of pandemic. On the afternoon of Sunday De-
cember 20th from 1:00-2:30, all who wished to sing carols were invited to join in a 
masked, socially distanced group in the Common Grounds parking area to serenade 
church members in their cars. An enthusiastic group of singers showed up and caroled 
several families who arrived one at a time to enjoy the singing. 

All three choirs met on Zoom beginning in March, with the Adult Choir continuing to 
meet during the summer in an effort to support choir members in this time of isolation. 
Through the wonders of technology, we were able to produce four virtual choir anthems. 
Matt Lyons provided audio and video editing skills for these projects, and they were in-
cluded in recorded worship services, including Lessons and Carols. We are happy to re-
port that all choirs have gained new members this year. 

The Organ Concert Series presented one concert in February—a celebration of the 40th 
anniversary of the concert series—before the pandemic suspended the rest of the season.  
Beginning in July, monthly videos were made available on the Organ Concert Series 
YouTube channel, featuring Jonathan as well as organists (and one violinist) from the lo-
cal community. Megan, soprano, joined Jonathan for the December video performance, 



which was released on Christmas Day. Steve Patek served as audio engineer, with Paul 
Schakel providing skillful filming and editing. 

Serving on the Committee were Winston Barham, Ruthie Buck, Vivian Dillard, Sheila 
Hazen, Liza Millett, Nadine Roddy, and Ellie Weikle. The Committee was very capably 
advised by our Co-Directors of Music Ministry, Megan Sharp and Jonathan Schakel.  
   

Praise God with the sound of the trumpet; praise God with the lute and harp . . . 
Let everything that has breath praise the Lord! 

      Ruthie Buck, Committee Chair 2020-21 
      Nadine Roddy, Committee Chair 2019-20


