
 Preparing to Hear God’s Word
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    Meg Bowen, violin
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God’s Word to Us  

 Old Testament Exodus 19:2–8a  Dennis Lo
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Hymn  Guide My Feet Guide My Feet 
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Through a series of online 
messages, devotionals, and 
worship opportunities, we 
hope to keep you connected 
to — and nurtured by — the 
Westminster community. 
Make sure you’re signed up for 
our eNews, Facebook page, 
and Instagram account, @
westminstercville. Visit www.
westminsterva.org.

 WEEKLY DEVOTIONAL

Prayer
Our little lives, our big problems —  
  these we place upon Your altar!
The quietness in Your temple of silence  
  again and again rebuffs us:
For some there is no discipline  
  to hold them steady in the waiting,
and the minds reject the noiseless invasion  
  of Your spirit.
For some there is no will to offer  
  what is central in the thoughts—
the confusion is so manifest;  
  there is no starting place to take hold.
For some the evils of the world  
  tear down all concentrations
and scatter the focus of the high resolves.

We do not know how to do what we know to do.
We do not know how to be what we know to be.

Our little lives, our big problems —  
  these we place upon Your altar!
Pour out upon us whatever  
  our spirits need of shock, of life, of release,
that we may find strength for these days —
courage and hope for tomorrow.

In confidence we rest in Your sustaining grace,
which makes possible triumph in defeat,  
  gain in loss, and love in hate.

We rejoice this day to say: 
Our little lives, our big problems —  
  these we place upon Your altar!

   Howard Thurman


