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Hymn  How Firm a Foundation Foundation
   verses 1-3 & 5

  

  

1 firm a foun - da - tion, ye saints of the Lord, 
2 "Fear not, I am with thee, 0 be not dis-mayed, 
3 "When through the deep wa - ters I call thee to go, 
4 "When through fi - ery tri - als thy path - way shall lie,
5 "The soul that on Je - SUS hath leaned for re - pose, 

is laid for your faith in God's ex - eel - lent Word!
for I am thy God, and will still give thee aid;
the riv - ers of sor - row shall not 0 - ver - flow; 
my grace, all suf - fi - dent, shall be thy sup - ply; 
I will not, I will not de sert to its foes; 

What more can be said than to you God hath said, 
I'll strength - en thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand, 
for I will be near thee, thy trou - bles to bless, 
the flame shall not hurt thee; I on - ly de - sign 
that soul, though all hell should en - deav - or to shake, 

..__/ 

to you who for ref - uge to Je - SUS have fled? 
up held by my righ - teous, om - nip - 0 - tent hand. 
and sane - ti - fy to thee thy deep - est dis - tress.
thy dross to con - sume, and thy gold to re - fine. 
I'll nev - er, no, nev - er, no, nev - er for - sake."

It seems odd now to think of singing this text to ADESTE FIDELES, but mainline churches did so well into 
the 20th century because of a cultural bias against shape note musi . The vigor of the present tune seems 
especially right for the final line's reference to Hebrews 13:5. 

TEXT: "K" in John Rippons's A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt. 
MUSIC: American folk melody; Funk's Genuine Church Music, 1832, alt. 
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Through a series of online messages, devotionals, and worship opportunities, we hope to keep 
you connected to — and nurtured by — the Westminster community. Make sure you’re signed 
up for our eNews, Facebook page, and Instagram account, @westminstercville. Visit www.
westminsterva.org.

 WEEKLY DEVOTIONAL

Prayer

In this time set apart from time,

this holy moment halfway to eternity,

give us the faith to truly listen for your voice,

give us the wisdom to discern

what you would have us do and be,

and grant us the inner peace

of knowing we are ever in your hands. 

Amen.   

Rev.  J. Barrie Shepherd


