
Service for the Lord’s Day
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

January 26, 2020

How surely gravity’s law,

strong as an ocean current,

takes hold of even the smallest thing

and pulls it toward the heart of the world…

This is what the things can teach us:

to fall, patiently to trust our heaviness.

                                 Rainer Maria Rilke, Book of Hours 
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 Preparing to Hear God’s Word
 Opening Voluntary If thou but trust in God to guide thee Georg Böhm

u Call to Worship  Dorothy Piatt

u Hymn 305 Come Sing, O Church, in Joy! Darwall’s 148th

 Call to Confession 
  We are a people born of water and the Spirit. We have made promises to be Christ’s faithful  
  disciples, and show his love to our life’s end. Although we fail to fulfill our baptismal vows,  
  God’s faithful love endures forever. Confident of God’s grace, let us confess our sin  
  and the sin of this world. 

 Prayer of Confession      
  Merciful God, you pardon all who truly repent and turn to you.  
  We humbly confess our sins and ask your mercy.  
  We have not loved you with a pure heart, nor have we loved our neighbor as ourselves.  
  We have not done justice, loved kindness, or walked humbly with you, our God.  
  Have mercy on us, O God, in your loving-kindness.  
  In your great compassion, cleanse us from our sin.  
  Create in us a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within us.  
  Do not cast us from your presence, or take your Holy Spirit from us.  
  Restore to us the joy of your salvation and sustain us with your bountiful Spirit.

 Silent Prayers

 Sung Response  HS 71
  Lord, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy.
  Christ, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy.
  Lord, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy.
  Lord, have mercy, have mercy.

 Assurance of Forgiveness
  Because we were buried with Christ in these waters, we are also raised to life with him.  
  Believe the gospel. In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.
   Thanks be to God. Amen.2
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Welcome visitors, newcomers, and friends worshipping with us today! 
Feel free to take a Welcome to Westminster pamphlet from the pew rack. We hope 
you will worship with us again, whenever possible. If you’re interested in joining 
our church community, please speak to a pastor after worship or contact the 
church office, 434-293-3133.
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u Congregational Response    

  

u Sharing of the Peace
  The peace of Christ be with you.      And also with you.

 Announcements for the Church and Community Lynne Clements

 God’s Word to Us  

 Old Testament Psalm 27:1-6 OT pg. 476

 New Testament Hebrews 11:29-12:2 NT pg. 212

 Sermon  Always Try to Fall Forward Ken Henry

u Call to Discipleship and the Great Ends of the Church from The Book of Common Worship 
  We are called by God to be the church of Jesus Christ, a sign in the world today  
   of what God intends for all humankind.
  The Great Ends of the Church are
   the proclamation of the gospel for the salvation of humankind;
   the shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship of the children of God;
   the maintenance of divine worship; the preservation of the truth;
   the promotion of social righteousness; 
   and the exhibition of the Kingdom of Heaven to the world.
  The call of Christ is to willing, dedicated discipleship.  
  Our discipleship is a manifestation of the new life we enter through baptism.
   May we honor our call to serve, 
   and our commitment to be God’s loving and faithful church in the world. Amen.

 Prayers of the Congregation and the Lord’s Prayer hymnal, p. 35

 The Offering
  Offertory When the Stars Are Gone     Henry Mollicone
   The stars shine over the mountains, the stars shine over the sea, text: Robert Louis Stevenson
   The stars look up to the mighty God, the stars look down on me;
   The stars shall last for a million years, a millions years and a day,
   But God and I will live and love when the stars have passed away.
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u Presentation of the Offering  HS 81
  Praise God, the Source of life and birth; 
  Praise God, the Word, who came to earth;
  Praise God, the Spirit, holy flame:
  All glory, honor to God’s name.

u Prayer of Dedication 
  O most merciful and gracious God,
  from whose open hand we all have received much;
  we ask you to accept this offering of your people.
  Remember in your love those who have brought the gifts.
  Remember also those persons and purposes for which they are given. 
  May this offering be used to promote peace, justice, and love  
  of Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.

u Hymn 307 God of Grace and God of Glory Cwm Rhondda

u The Charge and Benediction

 Closing Voluntary If thou but trust in God to guide thee J. S. Bach

	 u Please stand, as you are able.

Liturgists  
 Lynne Clements
 Dorothy Piatt
Fellowship Team 
 Jack and Irene Townsend 
Deacon of the Day
 Lynn Moore

Ushers
 Paul Schakel
 Irv Cox 
 Tom Bloom
Lay Reader 
 Ann Parks

Sound Engineer
 John Kleinschmidt
Greeters
 Bernice Booker
 Mike Moore

Participants in Worship

All Westminster members are asked to remain in the sanctuary after worship 
today for the Annual Meeting of the Congregation. The purpose of the 
meeting is to nominate and elect trustees, receive annual reports, and review 
the 2019/2020 budgets. Everyone is welcome to a lunch in fellowship hall 
following the meeting. 
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Hearing Enhancement  – Westminster is equipped with personal hearing assistance devices for use by 
our worshippers. These are available in the narthex, to be checked out from the ushers before services. 
Our sanctuary is equipped with “T-coil” technology.
Large-Print versions of the bulletin, Glory to God hymnal, and our own Hymnal Supplement are available 
for use during the service.  If you would like to use any of these large print copies, please ask an usher.
Children and Worship –  Families are encouraged to worship together, whenever possible. We strive to 
include children who are first graders and older in our worship service. Children’s pew Bibles, children’s 
bulletins, and worship bags are available from the ushers. A “comfort room” is available downstairs for 
those with small children who might need a place to rest or play. A speaker in 
that room makes it possible to hear the service.
Portions of the service are reprinted by permission from the Book of Common 
Worship, copyright © 2018 Westminster/John Knox Press, and Feasting on the 
Word: Worship Companion, ed. Kimberly Bracken Long, WJK: Louisville, KY, 
2015.  Words to the choral responses are reprinted by permission.

he flowers today are given  
in loving memory of Irv Brownfield by his family.

Families of Children and Youth  
4th grade and above

The Worship Committee would like to invite children and youth in 4th grade and above to 
participate in worship as acolytes. The addition of acolytes in our worship service opens up an 
opportunity for children or youth to bring the light of Christ into our worship space at the 
beginning of the service and take that same light out into the world at the conclusion of worship.  

During the season of Lent, March 1-April 12, you are invited to sign up to be an acolyte in the 11 
a.m. worship service. Kathy Redding will be available in the Gathering Place this Sunday after the 
congregational meeting to answer questions and sign people up.  

Written instructions are available, and a training session will be held on February 23 for all those 
interested in being an acolyte.
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Ken Henry, Pastor
 khenry@westminsterva.org
Lynne Clements, Associate Pastor  
 lclements@westminsterva.org
Dorothy Piatt 
 Assoc. Pastor for Social Justice  
 and University Mission 
 dpiatt@westminsterva.org
Megan Sharp 
 Director of Fine Arts
Jonathan Schakel  
 Organist
Sanford Wilcox 
 Church Administrator
Kate Brinkley 
 Office Manager
Steve Brown 
 Finance Administrator
Tom Mullen  
 Sexton
Alonzo Williams 
 Assistant Sexton

Westminster Staff

WESTMINSTER NEWS & EVENTS

20/30 CreW: In your 20s & 30s(ish)? Come to Wednesday Wind-
Down on January 29 at 7 p.m. at South Street Brewery to enjoy 
conversation and build community! R.s.v.p. Dorothy Piatt, dpiatt@
westminsterva.org.

UKirk (undergraduates) and 20/30 CreW: Whether you’re into 
football or just like good food and great company, come to our 
Super Bowl party at Common Grounds (white house on the corner 
of Gordon and Rugby), beginning at 6 p.m. on Sunday, February 2.

New Year, New Decade is a good time to engage new spiritual 
practices. On Tues., February 4, we’re beginning a biweekly time for 
undergraduates to come together, talk about life, and grow in our 
faith: Dessert & Discussion, 8 p.m., at Common Grounds.

Drop-In Mondays: Common Grounds (white house, corner of 
Gordon & Rugby) is open to students most Mondays, 9 a.m. – 4 
p.m. for free WiFi, snacks, and warm beverages in a laidback space. 
Work, hang out, or chat with Pastor Dorothy during office hours.

Pray for Peace: Come to an Ecumenical Taizé Service, Thursday, 
February 6, at 6 p.m. in our sanctuary. Invite friends to join us for 
this healing time of song, prayer, silence, and contemplation.

Souper Bowl of Caring continues! The youth of Westminster are 
collecting canned and non-perishable food to benefit the Blue 
Ridge Area Food Bank. Once again, they are challenging the 
congregation to see who can bring in the most donations. Bring 
your cans and non-perishable items to fellowship hall through 
February 2. Together, let’s tackle hunger!

Help Needed: Would you be willing to provide transportation 
to members of our congregation who need a ride to church or a 
doctor’s appointment? We have one specific need from a congregant 
who comes on the JAUNT bus and needs someone to meet the bus 
and help her into church, then meet the bus after church. Contact 
Cheryl Oliver, caodem@embarqmail.com, to learn more.

PACEM Sign Ups: We’re looking forward to hosting the PACEM 
men’s homeless shelter, March 7-21. Please consider signing up 
as a volunteer to make dinner, transport linens, provide evening 
companionship or activities, or spend the night. Please sign up at 
tinyurl.com/PACEM-2020. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
February 2 at 9:30 a.m.

The Survival Value of Caring, Library
Genesis: A Living Conversation, Room 208
Faith and Family, Lounge 
Opening Doors, Room 209

Sunday, January 26
11 a.m. Worship
9:30 a.m. Classes for Children,  
 Youth, and Adults 
11:45 p.m. Congregational Mtg., 
 Congregational Lunch after 
Tuesday, January 28
2 p.m. Women’s Retreat Cmte.,  
 lower lounge
Wednesday, January 29
7 p.m., 20/30 CreW Wednesday 
Wind-Down, South St. Brewery
Thursday, January 30
4 p.m. Choristers rehearsal,  
 choir room
7 p.m. Adult choir rehearsal,  
 choir room
Sunday, February 2
11 a.m. Worship with  
 Communion
9:30 a.m. Classes for Children,  
 Youth, and Adults 
12:15 p.m. Fellowship Hour 
 Singers rehearsal, choir room
6 p.m. UKirk, 20/30 CreW Super 
  Bowl party, Comm. Grounds

Coming Up


