
Service for the Lord’s Day
Second Sunday of Christmas 

January 5, 2019

There is nothing for it but to go and  

by our going take the vows the pilgrim takes:  

to be faithful to the next step;  

to rely on more than the map;  

to heed the signposts of intuition and dream;  

to follow the star that only you will recognize.

Jan Richardson,  

“Epiphany: Blessing for Those Who Have Far to Travel”

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
400 Rugby Road, Charlottesville, VA  u  434-293-3133  u  www.westminsterva.org



 Preparing to Hear God’s Word
 Opening Voluntary Wie schön leuchtet der Morgenstern Dieterich Buxtehude 
    from The Seven Last Words of Christ

u Call to Worship
  We are searching for a light to guide us.
   Arise, shine for our light has come!
  We are longing for inspiration to motivate us.
   The glory of the Lord has risen upon us.
  We are wishing for the world to change.
   People are looking for God’s light in us.
  We are ready to see what God can do.
   Our hearts rejoice in God’s glory! We join together to shine!

u Hymn 147  The First Nowell  The First Nowell 
    verses 1-2: all; verse 3: high voices; verse 4: low voices; verse 5: choir only; verse 6: all
 Call to Confession 
  The coming of Christ was not, and is not, widely welcomed.
  Wherever there is epiphany there will also be darkness:
  pride in the half-truths that have masqueraded as wisdom;
  entrenched evil that hates the light and tries to dispose of it;
  apathy that cannot be bothered to open the shutters.
  Trusting the light of God’s mercy, let us make our confession together.

 Prayer of Confession  
Your light shines in the darkness, O God.  
We confess that sometimes we prefer the cover of darkness,  
where we are free to participate in injustice, hurt others and ourselves,  
do whatever it takes to get ahead,  
and stay in our comfort zone without challenge.  
Forgive our short-sightedness, our hardened hearts,  
and our complicity in systems that abuse your earth and hurt your people. 
Shine your light again this day that we may see and follow your path.  
Call us to a more excellent way that your light would break forth within us.
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Welcome visitors, newcomers, and friends worshipping with us today! 
Feel free to take a Welcome to Westminster pamphlet from the pew rack. We hope 
you will worship with us again, whenever possible. If you’re interested in joining 
our church community, please speak to a pastor after worship or contact the 
church office, 434-293-3133.



 Silent Prayers

 Sung Response  Hymn 121
  O holy Child of Bethlehem, Descend to us, we pray;
  Cast out our sin and enter in, Be born in us today.
  We hear the Christmas angels, The great glad tidings tell;
  O come to us, abide with us, Our Lord Emmanuel! 

  Assurance of Forgiveness  
  The love of God is always offered to us, freely, joyfully, for all eternity.  
  Rejoice, dear friends, this is the Good News of our Lord. 
   We are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Amen.

u Congregational Response    
  Let the nations shout and sing, glory to their Savior bring;
  All below and all above sing your praise with joy and love.
  Gloria in excelsis Deo; gloria in excelsis Deo.

u Sharing of the Peace
  The peace of Christ be with you.    And also with you.

 Announcements for the Church and Community

 A Time with Children and Youth

 God’s Word to Us  

 Old Testament Isaiah 60:1-6 OT pg. 649

 New Testament Matthew 2:1-12 NT pg. 1

 Meditation  Lynne Clements

u Epiphany Litany  
  In the lonely cycle of days,
   may we be wise enough to search for those who have been turned away.
  In the grayness of gently falling fears,
   may we be the star to point the way to hope.
  In the frenzy of gift-returning,
   may we continue to offer grace, peace, and welcome to the forgotten.
  In the shadows lingering in despair’s alleys,
   may we be another road to follow home.

 Hymn 152  What Star Is This, with Beams So Bright Puer Nobis Nascitur
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 Prayers of the Congregation

 The Offering  
  Offertory  Star of Wonder  Alan Bullard
      Text at no. 151

u Presentation of the Offering  No. 144
  What can I give him, poor as I am?
  If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;
  If I were a wise man, I would do my part;
  Yet what I can I give him: give my heart.

 Celebration of the Lord’s Supper
  Invitation to the Lord’s Table
  The Great Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer  Hymnal, p. 35
   The Lord be with you.
    And also with you.
   Lift up your hearts.
    We lift them up to the Lord.
   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
    It is right to give God thanks and praise.
    It is our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise,
   O Lord our God, creator and ruler of the universe…
    Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with the celestial choirs
    and with all the faithful of every time and place,
    who forever sing to the glory of your name:

   Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might; HS No. 75
   Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
   Hosanna in the highest. 
   Blest is the one, O blest is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
   Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.

   …Great is the mystery of faith:

   Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 

  Breaking of the Bread and Communion of the People

  Communion Music One Gift the Magi Bore Sally Ann Morris 
   One gift the Magi bore worth more than all the rest: text by Thomas Troeger
   the grace to kneel and bow before the child whom starlight blessed.

   Their myrrh and frankincense lay sweet upon the air,
   But sweeter yet and more intense, the Magi’s humble prayer.

   And though their gift of gold shone brightly with the skies,
   still heaven’s light was twice as bold in their adoring eyes.

   One gift the Magi bore worth more than all the rest:
   We give that gift when we adore the Child whom starlight blessed.4
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 Prayer After Communion 
  Loving God, you have fed us with the bread of hope, so when we leave,
  we will travel another road—to defend the weak, to speak for the voiceless,
  to assist those cast aside. 
            Light of love, you have revived us with the cup of grace, so we, overwhelmed with joy,  
  will go forth to enter the despair of the lonely and forgotten,  
  to enter the hearts of everyone we meet. Amen. 

u Hymn HS 10 Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning Star in the East
    verse 1: choir only; verses 2-4: all

u Charge and Benediction

 Postlude  Finale:  Fugato Johann Heinrich Rinck

 u Please stand, as you are able.

The flowers today are given in memory of David Newsom by his wife Jean.

The Lord’s Supper – All are welcome to the Sacrament of Communion — indeed, anyone who desires a 
relationship with God in Jesus Christ is welcome. Communion is served by intinction. Please come forward 
using the center aisle and use a side aisle to return to your seat. Gluten-free wafers are available. If you prefer 
to receive communion in the pew, please indicate this to an usher. 

Hearing Enhancement  – Westminster is equipped with personal hearing assistance devices for use by 
our worshippers. These are available in the narthex, to be checked out from the ushers before services. 
Our sanctuary is equipped with “T-coil” technology. Children and Worship –  Families are encouraged 
to worship together, whenever possible. We strive to include children who are first graders and older in 
our worship service. Children’s pew Bibles, children’s bulletins, and worship bags are available from the 
ushers. A “comfort room” is available downstairs for those with small children who might need a place 
to rest or play. A speaker in that room makes it possible to hear the service.

Portions of the service are reprinted by permission from the Book of Common Worship, copyright © 
2018 Westminster/John Knox Press, and Feasting on the Word: Worship Companion, ed. Kimberly Brack-
en Long, WJK: Louisville, KY, 2015.  Words to the choral responses are reprinted by permission.
Large-Print versions of the bulletin, Glory to God hymnal, and our own Hymnal Supplement are available 
for use during the service.  If you would like to use any of these large print copies, please ask an usher.

Liturgist
 Dorothy Piatt
Ushers
 Michael Costanzo
 Hal Collums
 Lucy Burnette
Deacon of the Day
 Betsy Bloom

Greeters
 Bernice Booker
Sound Engineer
 Mike Moore
Communion Preparer
 Liza Millett
Lay Reader
 Jane Penner

Communion Servers
 James Burch
 John Echeverri-Gent
 Cyndi Martin
 David Martin
Fellowship Team
 Irene and Jack Townsend

Participants in Worship
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Ken Henry, Pastor
 khenry@westminsterva.org
Lynne Clements, Associate Pastor  
 lclements@westminsterva.org
Dorothy Piatt 
 Assoc. Pastor for Social Justice  
 and University Mission 
 dpiatt@westminsterva.org
Megan Sharp 
 Director of Fine Arts
Jonathan Schakel  
 Organist
Sanford Wilcox 
 Church Administrator
Kate Brinkley 
 Office Manager
Steve Brown 
 Finance Administrator
Tom Mullen  
 Sexton
Alonzo Williams 
 Assistant Sexton

Westminster Staff WESTMINSTER NEWS & EVENTS

The beautiful wooden crèche that you see this morning was 
lovingly made by WPC member Stan Kaslusky. The set was 
fashioned after a similar one used by the Wheat Ridge Presbyterian 
Church in Colorado where Reverend Laura Sugg, former Associate 
Pastor of University Ministry, serves as solo pastor.

20/30 CreW: Are you a graduate student or someone in your 20s 
& 30s(ish)? Come to Wednesday Wind-Down on January 8 at 7 
p.m. at Champion Brewing Company to enjoy conversation and 
build community! To RSVP and stay posted on future Wind-
Down locations and other events, email Dorothy Piatt (dpiatt@
westminsterva.org).

Fellowship on Tap: Gather with friends, old and new, at Three 
Notch’d Brewery on Wednesday, January 8, from 5:30 to 7 p.m. 
Fellowship on Tap meets on the first Wedneday of most months. 

The Tuesday Evening Study Group will meet in the lower lounge 
at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, January 14, at 7:30 p.m. If you need 
more information about TESG or a ride to the gathering, please 
contact Lucy Burnette, lucybrntt@gmail.com.
Westminster will host the PACEM men’s shelter, March 7-21. 
This will be our 15th year of hosting PACEM! The WPC PACEM 
Committee will host its first planning meeting this Sunday, January 
5, at 12:15 p.m. on room 20? next to the Gathering Place. If you 
have been looking for opportunities to serve your neighbors, join 
our ranks. Or if you are interested in serving as a volunteer in 
March, watch this space.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
January 13 at 9:30 a.m.
Contemporary Theology, Room 207
Faith and Family, Lounge. 
Opening Doors, Room 208.
Dan Rosensweig, President and CEO,  
 Habitat for Humanity of Greater Charlottesville, Library
Worship Greeters Needed: Consider greeting new visitors and 
friends when you serve as a greeter on Sunday mornings. At the 
8:30 or 11 a.m. service, greeters meet congregants with a warm 
smile, a friendly handshake and kind words of welcome! You’ll 
also give visitors a gift bag with information about Westminster. 
Contact Lynn Moore, lwmoore253@bellsouth.net or Kate Brinkley, 
kbrinkley@westminstserva.org.

Sunday, January 5
11 a.m. Worship with  
 Communion
9:30 a.m. Classes for Children,  
 Youth, and Adults resumes 
12:15 p.m. Fellowship Hour 
 Singers rehearsal, choir room
Tuesday, January 7
4 p.m. Admin. Committee,  
 lounge
Wednesday, January 8
1:30 p.m. Green Team, lounge
7 p.m. Budget Reconciliation 
Meeting, lounge
7 p.m. 20/30 CreW Wednesday 
Wind-Down, Champion Brew-
ing Company
Sunday, January 12
11 a.m. Worship
9:30 a.m. Classes for Children,  
 Youth, and Adults 
12:15 p.m. Fellowship Hour 
 Singers rehearsal, choir room
12:30 p.m. Session Meeting,  
 library

Coming Up


