
Service for the Lord’s Day
First Sunday of Christmas

December 29, 2019

May the Lord bless you and keep you.

May the Lord make his face to shine upon you  

and be gracious unto you.

May God give you grace not to sell yourselves short,

grace to risk something big for something good,

grace to remember that the world is now  

too dangerous for anything but truth,  

and too small for anything but love.

May God take your minds and think through them.

May God take your lips and speak through them.

May God take your hands and work through them.

May God take your hearts and set them on fire. 

William Sloane Coffin
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 Preparing to Hear God’s Word
 Opening Voluntary Medley of three Chorale Improvisations: Paul Manz
    O, How Beautiful the Sky / Danish Carol
    What Is This Lovely Fragrance / Old French Carol
    Now Sing We, Now Rejoice / German Carol

u Call to Worship
  Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise God in the heights.
   All people, praise the Lord, for God’s name alone is exalted!
  Praise God, sun and moon; praise God, all you shining stars!
   Let them praise the name of the Lord, for God created them.
  Praise the Lord from the earth, all people, all creatures, all creation.
   Let us praise the Lord together! 

u Hymn 143 Angels, from the Realms of Glory Regent Square

 Call to Confession 
  If we say we have no sin, we are lying to ourselves, to our neighbors, and to God. 
  In humility and in faith, let us together confess our sins to our loving God.

 Prayer of Confession      
  God who was, and is, and is to come, you created the universe and called it good.   
  You made us in your image, interconnected with all of creation.   
  But we have fallen short of reflecting your love and grace in our world.   
  We have failed to welcome, failed to reconcile. We have failed to respect, failed to act. 
    God, forgive us. Have mercy on us. Help us as we repent and seek to do better.   
  Help us recognize you in everything around us,  
  so we might seek peace with and for all of creation.  
  We pray in the name of Christ, who came that we might have peace forever more.

 Silent Prayers
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Welcome visitors, newcomers, and friends celebrating the Birth of Christ with 
us tonight! Feel free to take a Welcome to Westminster pamphlet from the pew rack. We 
hope you will worship with us again, whenever possible.  If you’re interested in joining 
our church community, please speak to a pastor after worship or contact the church 
office, 434-293-3133.
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 Sung Response  Hymn 121
  O holy Child of Bethlehem, Descend to us, we pray;
  Cast out our sin and enter in, Be born in us today.
  We hear the Christmas angels, The great glad tidings tell;
  O come to us, abide with us, Our Lord Emmanuel!

 Assurance of Pardon
  He came down not to convict us, but that we might have love.
  He came down not to judge us, but that we might have hope.
  He came down not to condemn us, but that we might have peace.
   In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Hallelujah forever more! 
   Thanks be to God. Amen.

u Congregational Response    
  Let the nations shout and sing, glory to their Savior bring;
  All below and all above sing your praise with joy and love.
  Gloria in excelsis Deo; gloria in excelsis Deo.

u Sharing of the Peace
  The peace of Christ be with you.      And also with you.

 Announcements for the Church and Community

 God’s Word to Us  

 Old Testament Isaiah 63:7-9 OT pg. 652

 Gospel  Matthew 2:13-23 NT pg. 2

 Sermon   Colleen Earp

u Affirmation of Faith 
  We believe
   God is the eternal rock from year’s beginning to its end.
  We believe 
   God is faithful.  
   In each day God is present.
   In each action God comes close.
  We believe
   through all eternity God is trustworthy, yesterday, today and forever.
  Sustaining, enlivening, making all things new, we believe
   God is the eternal rock. Amen.

u Hymn 137 He Came Down He Came Down
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 Prayers of the Congregation and the Lord’s Prayer hymnal, p. 35

 The Offering
  Offertory O Bethlehem / Biscayan Carol  David M. Cherwien

u Presentation of the Offering  No. 144
  What can I give him, poor as I am?
  If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;
  If I were a wise man, I would do my part;
  Yet what I can I give him: give my heart.

u Prayer of Dedication 
  Thank you, God of Love, for the promise of this season.
  May these gifts represent a new spirit of joyous sharing among us,
  for the sake of all your children everywhere. Amen.

u Hymn 134 Joy to the World Antioch

u The Charge and Benediction

 Closing Voluntary Toccata in D Major Johann Pachelbel

	 u Please stand, as you are able.

Liturgists  
 Kevin Adams 
 Barry Parks
Deacon of the Day
 Odell Covington

Ushers
 Rick Seaman
 Linda Seaman
 Zanne Macdonald

Sound Engineer
 Michael Costanzo
Fellowship Team 
 Ruth Wadlington
 Sally Telford

Participants in Worship
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Hearing Enhancement  – Westminster is equipped with personal hearing assistance devices for use by 
our worshippers. These are available in the narthex, to be checked out from the ushers before services. 
Our sanctuary is equipped with “T-coil” technology.
Large-Print versions of the bulletin, Glory to God hymnal, and our own Hymnal Supplement are available 
for use during the service.  If you would like to use any of these large print copies, please ask an usher.
Children and Worship –  Families are encouraged to worship together, whenever possible. We strive to 
include children who are first graders and older in our worship service. Children’s pew Bibles, children’s 
bulletins, and worship bags are available from the ushers. A “comfort room” is available downstairs 
for those with small children who might need a place to rest or play. A speaker in that room makes it 
possible to hear the service.
Portions of the service are reprinted by permission from the Book of Common Worship, copyright © 
2018 Westminster/John Knox Press, and Feasting on the Word: Worship Companion, ed. Kimberly Brack-
en Long, WJK: Louisville, KY, 2015.  Words to the choral responses are reprinted by permission.

The church office will be closed, beginning 
December 24, reopening on January 2. We will 
be checking voice mail and email, in case of 
emergency. 

Choir Rehearsals in choir room:  
Sun., Jan. 5, at 10 a.m. Adult Choir
Thurs., Jan. 9, at 4 p.m. Choristers
Thurs., Jan. 9, at 7 p.m. Adult Choir
Sun., Jan. 12, at 12:15 p.m. Singers rehearsal

Sunday school for adults, youth and children 
will resume on January 5.

The Annual Meeting of the Congregation is on 
January 26 after the 11 a.m. worship service.

We’ll return to two services, at 8:30 and 11 
a.m. on Sunday, February 2. 
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Dorothy Piatt, Assoc. Pastor for Social Justice  
 and University Mission  
 dpiatt@westminsterva.org
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