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Fourth Sunday of Advent
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My heart shall sing of the day you bring.  

Let the fires of your justice burn.  

Wipe away all tears,  

for the dawn draws near,  

and the world is about to turn!   
Rory Cooney  

“My Heart Cries Out with a Joyful Shout”
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 Preparing to Hear God’s Word
 Opening Voluntary     Noël Anglais James Woodman

u Hymn 123 It Came Upon a Midnight Clear Carol 
    v. 1, all; v. 2, high voices; v. 3, all; v. 4, low voices; v. 5, all

u Lighting of the Fourth Candle of Advent
  As we light our fourth Advent candle,
  we rejoice with Mary, for Love has flesh.
  Come now, O Child of Mary.
  Come now, O Prince of Love. 

u Advent Song   Hymn 85 
  Light four candles to watch for Messiah; let the light banish darkness.  
  He is coming; tell the glad tidings. Let your lights be shining.

 Call to Confession 
  Every notion we have about power, success, wealth and achievement,  
  God takes and tosses out the window. More importantly, God comes to us,  
  to upset our idea that we must save ourselves. In Jesus, God comes to us,  
  removing our sin, our failures, our expectations, so we might have life.

 Prayer of Confession      
  We confess we are not the people you want us to be, Advent God.  
      You call us to care for the least, but we ignore the poor and lowly.    
      You command us to love our neighbor, but we are concerned only for ourselves.
      You invite us into your kin-dom of love and righteousness,  
  but we prefer the halls of privilege. Forgive us.  
      Look with grace upon us so that we might be makers of peace and doers of justice.

 Silent Prayers

 Sung Response  Hymn 83
  Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free;
  from our fears and sins, release us; let us find our rest in thee.2
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Welcome visitors, newcomers, and friends celebrating the Birth of Christ with 
us tonight! Feel free to take a Welcome to Westminster pamphlet from the pew rack. We 
hope you will worship with us again, whenever possible.  If you’re interested in joining 
our church community, please speak to a pastor after worship or contact the church 
office, 434-293-3133.
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 Assurance of Pardon
  From generation to generation, God always loves, always forgives, always calls us to new life.
  As we open our hearts to God, we are filled with the joy that was sung at the birth,  
  with the hope that walked among us, and with the grace which is always with us.
   Thanks be to God, we are forgiven!  Amen.

u Congregational Response      
  Let the nations shout and sing,  
  Glory to their Savior bring; 
  All below and all above  
  Sing your praise with joy and love. 
  Gloria in excelsis Deo; gloria in excelsis Deo.

u Sharing of the Peace
  The peace of Christ be with you.      And also with you.

 Announcements for the Church and Community

 Time with Children and Youth

u Hymn 129 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming Es ist ein Ros' 
    v. 1-2

 Prayers of the Congregation and the Lord’s Prayer hymnal, p. 35

 The Offering
  Offertory What Is This Lovely Fragrance  Gerald Near 
   What is this lovely fragrance wafting
   Like to the scents of flowers in spring!
   Shepherds, O tell us, whence such beauty,
   Hear you not heavenly caroling?

   Shepherds, O haste with eager footsteps
   Seek the Savior born today,
   Low at his feet we lay our treasure,
   Heart’s adoration, love for aye.

u Presentation of the Offering  
  So bring him incense, gold and myrrh; Come, one and all, to own him.
  The King of kings salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone him.
  This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
  Haste, haste to bring him laud, the Babe, the son of Mary.

u Prayer of Dedication 
  We thank you, Holy One, for all your good gifts,  
  especially the gifts of prophecy, promise, and calls for preparation.  
  As a thankful response to these gifts, we offer our belief, our commitments,  
  and our worldly goods, that we may hasten the time  
  when no one will hurt or destroy on all God’s holy mountain. Amen.
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 God’s Word to Us  

 First Reading Matthew 1:18-25 NT pg. 1

 Anthem   He Came Down  Cameroon trad. 
  Veni Emmanuel!  arr. Michael Burkhardt
  Lord, come down that we may have life,
  Hallelujah forevermore. 

  He came down that we may have love.
  He came down that we may have peace.
  He came down that we may have joy.

 Second Reading Luke 1:39-55 NT pg. 53

 Reflection A Moment and a Movement Lynne Clements 
     Dorothy Piatt

 Hymn 100 My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout  Star of the County Down 
    verses 1-2

 Reflection  

 Hymn 100 My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout  Star of the County Down 
    verse 3

 Reflection  

u Hymn 100 My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout  Star of the County Down 
    verse 4

u Charge and Benediction

 Closing Voluntary Noél Étranger Louis-Claude Daquin

	 u Please stand, as you are able.
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Hearing Enhancement  – Westminster is equipped with personal hearing assistance devices for use by 
our worshippers. These are available in the narthex, to be checked out from the ushers before services. 
Our sanctuary is equipped with “T-coil” technology.
Large-Print versions of the bulletin, Glory to God hymnal, and our own Hymnal Supplement are available 
for use during the service.  If you would like to use any of these large print copies, please ask an usher.
Children and Worship –  Families are encouraged to worship together, whenever possible. We strive to 
include children who are first graders and older in our worship service. Children’s pew Bibles, children’s 
bulletins, and worship bags are available from the ushers. A “comfort room” is available downstairs 
for those with small children who might need a place to rest or play. A speaker in that room makes it 
possible to hear the service.
Portions of the service are reprinted by permission from the Book of Common Worship, copyright © 
2018 Westminster/John Knox Press, and Feasting on the Word: Worship Companion, ed. Kimberly Brack-
en Long, WJK: Louisville, KY, 2015.  Words to the choral responses are reprinted by permission.

Liturgist  
 Ken Henry 
Ushers
 Alyce Outlaw
 Jim Cauthen
 Allison, Eleanor and Sophia Saunier
Deacon of the Day
 Rob Smith

Candlelighters
 Anne Hedelt and Lynn Noland
Sound Engineers
 Elton Oliver
Fellowship Team 
 Opening Doors
Percussionist 
 Dorothy Piatt

Participants in Worship

Ken Henry, Pastor  
 khenry@westminsterva.org
Lynne Clements, Associate Pastor  
 lclements@westminsterva.org
Dorothy Piatt, Assoc. Pastor for Social Justice and  
 University Mission  
 dpiatt@westminsterva.org
Megan Sharp, Director of Fine Arts
 music@westminsterva.org
Jonathan Schakel, Organist
 music@westminsterva.org

Sanford Wilcox, Church Administrator
 swilcox@westminsterva.org
Kate Brinkley, Office Manager
 kbrinkley@westminsterva.org
Steve Brown, Finance Administrator
 sbrown@westminsterva.org
Tom Mullen, Sexton
 tmullen@westminsterva.org
Alonzo Williams, Assistant Sexton

Westminster Staff



Advent & Christmas  

AT WESTMINSTER

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22
Fourth Sunday of Advent Worship, 11 a.m.
No classes for adults, youth, or children.
Christmas Eve Choir Rehearsal, 9:30 a.m.
Caroling, 3 p.m. All are welcome to join in song 
and share carols with those in our congregation 
in need of Christmas cheer. Directions and song 
sheets available when we gather in fellowship hall. 
Our last stop will be Jackie Brownfield’s with re-
freshments for all!

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24
Christmas Eve Worship, 5 p.m. This child-
friendly service includes carols and candlelight. 
Christmas Eve Worship, 8:30 p.m. Share the joy 
of the season in a communion service with carols 
and candlelight on this holiest of nights. Organ 
prelude begins at 8 p.m.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29
First Sunday of Christmas Worship, 11 a.m. 
Guest preacher, Colleen Earp

SUNDAY, JANUARY 5
Epiphany of the Lord Worship, 11 a.m. 
Church school resumes for everyone!

At the 5 p.m. Christmas Eve worship, people of all 
ages may join a Pick-Up Pageant. To participate in 
the pageant, please come to Fellowship Hall at 4:30 
p.m. to find a costume. 

Christmas Eve Organ Prelude at 8 p.m.: For the 
8:30 worship service this year, our organist Jona-
than Schakel is preparing a 30-minute prelude of 
organ music for the season of Christmas.  This is 
intended as a special time, set apart from all the 
hustle and bustle of the holiday season. If you ar-
rive before or during the prelude, please enjoy this 
time of quiet reflection, peace, and inner joy.

The church office will be closed, beginning Decem-
ber 24, reopening on January 2. We will be check-
ing voice mail and email, in case of emergency. 

Choir Rehearsals in choir room:  
Sun., Jan. 5, at 10 a.m. Adult Choir
Thurs., Jan. 9, at 4 p.m. Choristers
Thurs., Jan. 9, at 7 p.m. Adult Choir
Sun., Jan. 12, at 12:15 p.m. Singers rehearsal

Sunday school for adults, youth and children will 
resume on January 5.

WESTMINSTER NEWS & EVENTS

A Place at the Table
Stewardship 2020: 
We are in the final 
phase of the financial 
stewardship campaign 
and have reached just 
over 95% of the goal 
set by the stewardship 
committee to support all we are called to do 
next year. If you have not yet pledged, please 
join us in the faithful practice of stewardship, 
using what God has provided to us to live 
out the commandment to love God and our 
neighbors. Your pledge will support our vibrant 
ministries and programs here at Westminster, 
in the Charlottesville community and beyond. 
Call 434-293-3133 or pledge at http://www.
westminsterva.org. Thank you for your faithful 
generosity!


