
Service for the Lord’s Day
Third Sunday of Advent

December 15, 2019

To observe Advent is to lean into  

an almost cosmic ache:  

our deep, wordless desire for things  

to be made right and the incompleteness  

we find in the meantime.  

Advent holds a space for our grief. 

Tish Harrison Warren, Anglican priest
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 Preparing to Hear God’s Word
 Opening Voluntary     Freu dich sehr, o meine Seele Georg Böhm

u Hymn 93 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates Truro

u Lighting of the Third Candle of Advent
  As we light our third Advent candle,
  We pray for hope, peace, and joy.
  Come now, O child of Mary.
  Come now, O Prince of Joy. 

u Advent Song   Hymn 85 
  Light three candles to watch for Messiah; let the light banish darkness.  
  Lift your heads and lift high the gateway for the King of glory.

 Call to Confession 
  We come before God seeking light and guidance in the darkness of our lives.  
  Trusting in God’s faithfulness and compassion, together let us confess our sin.

 Prayer of Confession      
  Holy and loving God, we have dwelt in darkness and preferred it to the light;
  we have been proud of our accomplishments and despaired over our shortcomings.
  Smooth down the mountains of our pride,  and lift us from the valleys of our doubts.
  Open a path in the wilderness of our lives that we might find our way to you again.
  Refine us and prepare us once again for life in your kingdom.
  O Lord, hear our prayers.

 Silent Prayers

 Sung Response  Hymn 83
  Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free;
  from our fears and sins, release us; let us find our rest in thee.

 Assurance of Pardon
  Behold and believe in the wondrous power and love of God! 
  It is poured out for you and for God’s beloved world. 
  Rejoice in this good news, for it is given especially to you.
   In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Amen.2
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Welcome visitors, newcomers, and friends worshipping here today! Feel 
free to take a Welcome to Westminster pamphlet from the pew rack. We hope you 
will worship with us again, whenever possible.  If you’re interested in joining 
this church community, please speak to one of the pastors after worship or 
contact the church office, 434-293-3133.
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u Congregational Response    
  Let the nations shout and sing, glory to their Savior bring;
  All below and all above sing your praise with joy and love.
  Gloria in excelsis Deo; gloria in excelsis Deo.

u Sharing of the Peace
  The peace of Christ be with you.      And also with you.

 Announcements for the Church and Community

 Time with Children and Youth

 God’s Word to Us  

 Old Testament Isaiah 35:1-10 OT pg. 623

 Anthem   Gottes Sohn ist kommen/Once He Came in Blessing J. S. Bach  
  Once he came in blessing, all our ills redressing;
  Came in likeness lowly, son of God most holy;
  Bore the cross to save us, hope and freedom gave us.

 New Testament Romans 1:1-6 NT pg. 142

 Sermon   Ken Henry

u Affirmation of Faith 
  We believe that God has come to us;
   that God brought us into being,
   that this God gave us breath and purpose,
   that we have been blessed to be a blessing to others,
   that we have fallen short of this commandment
   but that God has nevertheless loved us despite our brokenness.
  We believe that God is coming to us;
   that God is not happy to leave us alone,
   that this God will come to us as a particular human being,
          that God will be made known to us in flesh and bone like ours,
          that Mary will soon give birth and Joseph will soon clap his hands for joy,
          that Jesus Christ will be born and our salvation made complete.
  We believe that God will come to us;
          that God will have the final word and that Word will be good,
          that this God will give us the presence of the Spirit to continue our work,
          that we are called to be disciples to all the corners of the earth,
          that the day is coming when tears and pain will be no more,
          and all will gather at the Table to sing an endless and perfect “Alleluia!” Amen.

u Hymn HS 7 Of God’s Very Heart Begotten Divinum Mysterium
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 Prayers of the Congregation and the Lord’s Prayer hymnal, p. 35

 The Offering
  Offertory Where Riches Is Everlastingly  Bob Chilcott
   Into this world this day did come Jesus Christ both God and Man text:  16th century 
   Lord and servant in one person, born of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

           I pray you be merry and sing with me in worship of Christ’s nativity.

   He that was rich without a need appeared in this world in right poor weed
   To make us that were poor indeed, rich without any need truly.

   A stable was his Chamber, a crib was his bed, he had not a pillow under his head;
   With maiden’s milk that babe was fed, in poor clothes was wrapped the Lord Almighty.

   A noble lesson here is taught, to set all worldly riches at naught,
   But pray that we may be thither brought where riches is everlastingly.

u Presentation of the Offering  
  So bring him incense, gold and myrrh; Come, one and all, to own him.
  The King of kings salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone him.
  This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
  Haste, haste to bring him laud, the Babe, the son of Mary.

u Prayer of Dedication 
  We thank you, Holy One, for all your good gifts,  
  especially the gifts of prophecy, promise, and calls for preparation.  
  As a thankful response to these gifts, we offer our belief, our commitments,  
  and our worldly goods, that we may hasten the time  
  when no one will hurt or destroy on all God’s holy mountain. Amen.

u Hymn 87 Comfort, Comfort You My People Psalm 42

u The Charge and Benediction

 Closing Voluntary Psalm 42 Alfred Fedak

	 u Please stand, as you are able.

The flowers today are given by Joyce Craig in memory of her husband, Douglas Broward Craig.
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Hearing Enhancement  – Westminster is equipped with personal hearing assistance devices for use by 
our worshippers. These are available in the narthex, to be checked out from the ushers before services. 
Our sanctuary is equipped with “T-coil” technology.
Large-Print versions of the bulletin, Glory to God hymnal, and our own Hymnal Supplement are available 
for use during the service.  If you would like to use any of these large print copies, please ask an usher.
Children and Worship –  Families are encouraged to worship together, whenever possible. We strive to 
include children who are first graders and older in our worship service. Children’s pew Bibles, children’s 
bulletins, and worship bags are available from the ushers. A “comfort room” is available downstairs 
for those with small children who might need a place to rest or play. A speaker in that room makes it 
possible to hear the service.
Portions of the service are reprinted by permission from the Book of Common Worship, copyright © 
2018 Westminster/John Knox Press, and Feasting on the Word: Worship Companion, ed. Kimberly Brack-
en Long, WJK: Louisville, KY, 2015.  Words to the choral responses are reprinted by permission.

Liturgist  
 Lynne Clements 
Ushers
 John Echeverri-Gent
 Gene Foreman
 Leanna Whitmore
 
 

Deacon of the Day
 Dick Haines
Candlelighters
 Patty Vandever 
 Judy Randle
Lay Reader
 Judy Sands
 

Sound Engineer
 Elton Oliver
Fellowship Team 
 Barb Mann 
Percussionists  
 Max Patek 
 Jane Penner

Participants in Worship

The Men’s Breakfast group will gather Thursday, 
December 19, at the Greencroft Club, with 
coffee at 8 a.m. and breakfast served at 8:30. 
All are welcome — feel free to bring a friend! 
R.s.v.p. to Dan Heuchert, uvadan86@gmail.com.

Christmas Eve Worship includes seve ral 
opportunities to participate and enjoy the 
liturgy and music of the season.  At the 5 p.m. 
worship service, people of all ages may either 
sing in the choir or join a pick-up pageant. The 
Christmas eve choir rehearses on Thursday, 
December 19 at 6 p.m. and Sunday, December 
22 at 9:30 a.m.  To participate in the pageant, 
please come to Fellowship Hall at 4:30 p.m. to 
find a costume.  At 8 p.m. the organ prelude 
offers a chance to be surrounded by the sounds 
of the season. Following the organ prelude, the 
8:30 p.m. service includes communion and 
candle light. 

20/30 CreW: Are you a graduate student or 
young(ish) professional? Come to Wednesday 
Wind-Down on December 18 at 7 p.m. at 
Hardywood Pilot Brewery & Taproom to hang 
out before the holidays! To r.s.v.p. and stay 
posted on future Wind-Down locations and 
other events, please contact Dorothy Piatt, 
dpiatt@westminsterva.org.

Glory to God hymnals for your home: If you 
have been enjoying the new Glory to God 
hymnal during worship and would like to 
purchase one for personal use, please  contact 
Kate at the office 434-293-3133. We will put in 
an order (with free shipping) later this month. 
Hymnals are $15 each and orders should be 
placed by Wednesday, December 18. 

WESTMINSTER NEWS & EVENTS



Advent & Christmas  

AT WESTMINSTER

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15
Third Sunday of Advent Worship, 11 a.m.
All-Youth Brunch, 9:30 a.m. Common Grounds 
Deacons Meeting, 12:15 p.m.
Singers and Readers Rehearsal, 3:15 p.m.
Choristers and Ushers Rehearsal, 4 p.m.
Lessons & Carols, 5 p.m.
Come enjoy a traditional service of Lessons and 
Carols led by the Choristers and Singers choirs. 
Readings and carols retell the story of Christ’s 
birth, with candlelit singing of Silent Night. A 
potluck meal and carol singing will follow.
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 18
20/30 CreW, Wednesday Wind Down, 7 p.m. 
 Hardywood
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19
Christmas Eve Choir Rehearsal, 6 p.m. 
Adult Choir Rehearsal, 7 p.m.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20
Youth Christmas Party, 6:30 p.m. Common 
Grounds

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22
Fourth Sunday of Advent Worship, 11 a.m.
No classes for adults, youth, or children.
Christmas Eve Choir Rehearsal, 9:30 a.m.
Caroling, 3 p.m. All are welcome to join in song 
and share carols with those in our congregation 
in need of Christmas cheer. Directions and song 
sheets available when we gather in fellowship hall. 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24
Christmas Eve Worship, 5 p.m. This child-
friendly service includes carols and candlelight. 
Christmas Eve Worship, 8:30 p.m. Share the joy 
of the season in a communion service with carols 
and candlelight on this holiest of nights. Organ 
prelude begins at 8 p.m.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29
First Sunday of Christmas Worship, 11 a.m. 
Guest preacher, Colleen Earp

SUNDAY, JANUARY 5
Epiphany of the Lord Worship, 11 a.m. 
Church school resumes for everyone!

A Place at the Table
The church has received to date 
pledges from 205 households 
compared to 240 households 
last year. The pledges received 
thus far have helped us reach 
about 94% of the financial 
goal set by the stewardship 
committee to support what we are called to do 
next year. If you have not yet pledged, please 
join us in the faithful practice of stewardship, 
using what God has provided to us to live 
out the commandment to love God and our 
neighbors. Your pledge will support our vibrant 
ministries and programs here at Westminster, in 
the Charlottesville community and beyond. Call 
434-293-3133 or pledge at www.westminsterva.
org. Thank you!

Ken Henry, Pastor, khenry@westminsterva.org
Lynne Clements, Associate Pastor,  
 lclements@westminsterva.org
Dorothy Piatt, Assoc. Pastor for Social Justice and  
 University Mission, dpiatt@westminsterva.org
Megan Sharp, Director of Fine Arts
Jonathan Schakel, Organist
Sanford Wilcox, Church Admin.
Kate Brinkley, Office Manager
Steve Brown, Finance Admin.
Tom Mullen, Sexton
Alonzo Williams, Assistant Sexton

Staff


