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Light one candle to watch for Messiah;  

let the light banish darkness.  

He shall bring salvation to Israel:  

God fulfills the promise.

Wayne Wold

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH



 Preparing to Hear God’s Word
 Opening Voluntary     The Snow Is Dancing Claude Debussy

u Hymn 104 O Lord, How Shall I Meet You Valet will ich dir geben

u Lighting of the First Candle of Advent
  As we light our first Advent candle, 
  we pray for the holy hope of God. 
  Come now, O Child of Mary. 
  Come now, O Prince of Hope. 

u Advent Song   Hymn 85 
  Light one candle to watch for Messiah;  
  let the light banish darkness.  
  He shall bring salvation to Israel,  
  God fulfills the promise.

 Call to Confession 
  We come before God seeking light and guidance  
  in the darkness of our lives.  
  Trusting in God’s faithfulness and compassion,  
  together let us confess our sin.

 Prayer of Confession      
  Advent God, come among us. Awaken us to your presence, and fill us with your love.
  Forgive us when our hunger for justice gives way to our hunger for power.
  Forgive us when our hope for peace is swallowed by our fear of failure.
  Forgive us when our songs of faith are drowned out by the shouts of the world.
  Advent God, come among us, and make all things new.

 Silent Prayers
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Welcome visitors, newcomers, and friends worshipping here today! Feel 
free to take a Welcome to Westminster pamplet from the pew rack. We hope you 
will worship with us again, whenever possible.  If you’re interested in joining 
our church community, please speak to one of us after worship or contact the 
church office, 434-293-3133.
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 Sung Response  Hymn 83
  Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free;
  from our fears and sins, release us; let us find our rest in thee.

 Assurance of Pardon
  Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation.
  The old life has gone; a new life has begun.
  Know that you are forgiven and be at peace.
   Christ is our peace.
   Let us rejoice and walk in the light of the Lord.  
   Thanks be to God. Amen.

u Congregational Response    
  Let the nations shout and sing, glory to their Savior bring;
  All below and all above sing your praise with joy and love.
  Gloria in excelsis Deo; gloria in excelsis Deo.

u Sharing of the Peace
  The peace of Christ be with you.      And also with you.

 Announcements for the Church and Community

 God’s Word to Us  

 Gospel  Matthew 24:36-44 NT pg. 26

 New Testament Romans 13:11-14 NT pg. 152

 Communion Meditation One Candle at a Time Ken Henry

u Affirmation of Faith 
  We believe there is no condemnation
  for those who are in Christ Jesus; 
  for we know that all things work together for good
  for those who love God,
  who are called according to God’s purpose.
  We are convinced that neither death, nor life,
  nor angels, nor rulers,
  nor things present, nor things to come,
  nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
  nor anything else in all creation,
  will be able to separate us from the love of God
  in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.
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 The Offering
  Offertory Thou Shalt Know Him Mark Sirett 
   Thou shalt know him when he comes, not by any din of drums,
   Nor his manners, nor his airs, nor by anything he wears.
   Thou shalt know him when he comes, not by his crown or by his gown,
   But his coming known shall be, by the holy harmony which his coming makes in thee.

u Presentation of Bread and Cup  
  So bring him incense, gold and myrrh; Come, one and all, to own him.
  The King of kings salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone him.
  This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
  Haste, haste to bring him laud, the Babe, the son of Mary.

 Celebration of the Lord’s Supper
  Invitation to the Lord’s Table
  The Great Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer  Hymnal, p. 35
   The Lord be with you.
    And also with you.
   Lift up your hearts.
    We lift them up to the Lord.
   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
    It is right to give God thanks and praise.
    It is our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise,
   O Lord our God, creator and ruler of the universe…
    Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with the celestial choirs
    and with all the faithful of every time and place,
    who forever sing to the glory of your name:

   Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might; HS No. 75
   Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
   Hosanna in the highest. 
   Blest is the one, O blest is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
   Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.

   …Great is the mystery of faith:
   Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 

  Breaking of the Bread and Communion of the People
  Communion Music  Mountain Scene Lily Frautschi 
    Rippling Water 

 Prayer After Communion
  Loving God, we thank you that you have fed us in this Sacrament,
   united us with Christ, and given us a foretaste 
   of the heavenly banquet in your eternal kingdom.
  Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
   to live and work to your praise and glory.   Amen.
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The Lord’s Supper – All are welcome to the Sacrament of Communion — indeed, anyone who desires a 
relationship with God in Jesus Christ is welcome. Communion is served by intinction. Please come forward 
using the center aisle and use a side aisle to return to your seat. Gluten-free wafers are available. If you prefer 
to receive communion in the pew, please indicate this to an usher. 
Hearing Enhancement  – Westminster is equipped with personal hearing assistance devices for use by 
our worshippers. These are available in the narthex, to be checked out from the ushers before services. 
Our sanctuary is equipped with “T-coil” technology.
Large-Print versions of the bulletin, Glory to God hymnal, and our own Hymnal Supplement are available 
for use during the service.  If you would like to use any of these large print copies, please ask an usher.
Children and Worship –  Families are encouraged to worship together, whenever possible. We strive to 
include children who are first graders and older in our worship service. Children’s pew Bibles, children’s 
bulletins, and worship bags are available from the ushers. A “comfort room” is available downstairs 
for those with small children who might need a place to rest or play. A speaker in that room makes it 
possible to hear the service.
Portions of the service are reprinted by permission from the Book of Common Worship, copyright © 
2018 Westminster/John Knox Press, and Feasting on the Word: Worship Companion, ed. Kimberly Brack-
en Long, WJK: Louisville, KY, 2015.  Words to the choral responses are reprinted by permission.
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u Hymn 105 People Look East Besançon

u The Charge and Benediction

 Closing Voluntary Toccata on ‘Veni Emmanuel’  Andrew Carter

	 u Please stand, as you are able.

The flowers today are given by Gail and Bill Chapman in honor of their 60th wedding anniversary.



Advent & Christmas  

AT WESTMINSTER

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 4
Fellowship on Tap, 5:30 p.m.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8
Second Sunday of Advent Worship, 11 a.m.
Session Meeting, 12:30 p.m.
Christmas Kick-Back, 1 p.m.
Open Study Hours begin, 2 to 10 p.m., and run 
through December 16

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 10
Tuesday Evening Study Group, 7 p.m.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15
Third Sunday of Advent Worship, 11 a.m.
All-Youth Brunch, 9:30 a.m. Common Grounds
Lessons & Carols, 5 p.m.
Come and enjoy a traditional service of Lessons 
and Carols led by the Choristers and Singers 
choirs. Readings and carols retell the story of 
Christ’s birth, with candlelit singing of Silent 
Night. Gather for a potluck meal and carol singing 
in Fellowship Hall afterward.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19
Christmas Eve Choir Rehearsal, 6 p.m.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20
Youth Christmas Party, 6:30 p.m. Common 
Grounds

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22
Fourth Sunday of Advent Worship, 11 a.m.
No classes for adults, youth, or children.
Christmas Eve Choir Rehearsal, 9:30 a.m.
Caroling, 3 p.m. All are welcome to join in song 
and share carols with those in our congregation 

in need of Christmas cheer. Directions and song 
sheets available when we gather in fellowship hall. 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24
Christmas Eve Worship, 5 p.m. This child-friend-
ly service includes carols and candlelight. 
Christmas Eve Worship, 8:30 p.m. Share the joy 
of the season in a communion service with carols 
and candlelight on this holiest of nights. Organ 
prelude begins at 8 p.m.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29
First Sunday of Christmas Worship, 11 a.m. 
Guest preacher, Colleen Earp

SUNDAY, JANUARY 5
Epiphany of the Lord Worship, 11 a.m. 
Pick up a star word to guide your spiritual practice 
this year!

A Place at the Table
S T E WA R D S H I P  2 0 2 0

If you haven’t had 
a chance to make 
your pledge to 
Westminster for the 
coming year, it’s not 
too late. Please pick 
up a pledge card 
in the sanctuary, 
narthex, or Gath-
ering Place and drop off your pledge to the 
church office. We appreciate the many ways 
this church family cares for the programs and 
ministries of the church. 
    Thank you!


