
Service for the Lord’s Day
Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time

November 17, 2019

For I am about to create a new heaven 
 and new earth; the former things  

will not be remembered or come to mind.  
But be glad and rejoice forever  

in what I am creating.           
Isaiah 65:17-18
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 Preparing to Hear God’s Word
 Opening Voluntary All Glory Be to God on High  J. P. Sweelinck

u Call to Worship  
  Sing praises to the Lord, for God has done gloriously;
   let us sing God’s praises throughout the earth.
  From the highest peaks, to the deepest caverns,
   let us shout aloud and sing for joy.
  From the tiniest creatures, to the greatest herds,
   let us shout aloud and sing for joy.
  In the midst of our joys and sorrows,
   let us shout aloud and sing for joy.
  As we come to worship the God of all creation,
   let us shout and sing for joy!

u Hymn 371 New Songs of Celebration Render Rendez á Dieu

 Call to Confession   
  Just as the prophet Isaiah assured God’s people so many years ago,  
  he assures us now that God is our salvation.  
  It is because of this confidence and because of that promise,  
  that we dare approach God with our confession. 

 Prayer of Confession 
God of peace, we confess that we are a people of fear.
We have let anxiety rule our days and worry our nights.
We have been distracted by nerves and focused on tension.
We confess that we have ignored your command to not be afraid. 
Forgive us, O God.
Calm our hearts. 
Relieve our troubled minds.
Settle our restless spirits.
And renew in us the ability to find our comfort in you. 

 Silent Prayers2
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Welcome visitors, newcomers, and friends worshipping with us today! 
Feel free to take a Welcome to Westminster pamphlet from the pew rack. We hope 
you will worship with us again, whenever possible. If you’re interested in joining 
our church community, please speak to a pastor after worship or contact the 
church office, 434-293-3133.



 Sung Response   Hymn 71
  Surely it is God who saves me; I will trust and not be afraid.
  For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense,  
   and God will be my Savior.

  Assurance of Forgiveness  
  The abundance of God’s grace is like the plentiful waters that pour out of a fountain that is full!   
  Let the good news flow over you: in Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 
   Thanks be to God. Amen.

u Sung Response   
  All glory be to God on high  HS No. 22
  And peace on earth from heaven, 
  And God’s good will unfailingly be to all people given. 
  We bless, we worship you, we raise  
  For your great glory, thanks, and praise,
  O God, the great Creator.

u Sharing of the Peace
  The peace of Christ be with you.  And also with you.

 Announcements for the Church and Community 11:00

 Time with Children and Youth 11:00 

 God’s Word to Us  

 First Reading Isaiah 12 OT pg. 603

 Second Reading  Isaiah 65:17-25 OT pg. 654

 Sermon   Old Songs in a New Key Lynne Clements

u Affirmation of Faith The Confession of 1967
  Biblical visions and images of the rule of Christ,
     such as a heavenly city, the household of God, 
     a new heaven and earth, a marriage feast, and an unending day 
      culminate in the image of the kingdom. 
  The kingdom represents God’s triumph over all that resists the divine will  
   and disrupts God’s creation.  
  Already God’s reign is present as a ferment in the world, 
      stirring hope in all people
      and preparing the world to receive its ultimate judgment and redemption.
  With an urgency born of this hope,
       the church applies itself to present tasks and strives for a better world.
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continued



 It does not identify limited progress with the kingdom of God on earth,
      nor does it despair in the face of disappointment and defeat. 
 In steadfast hope, the church looks beyond all partial achievement to the final triumph of God.
 Now to the one who by the power within us
      is able to do far more abundantly than all we ask or think or imagine, 
      be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, 
      forever and ever. Amen.

u Hymn 373 11:00 O Day of Peace  Jerusalem

 Prayers of the Congregation and the Lord’s Prayer  
  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
  Give us today our daily bread. 
  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

 The Offering
  Offertory
  8:30  Sonata ottava   Adriano Banchieri
  11:00 We Are Blessed   text and music: Andrea Ramsey
   Come on down, rain, come on down; come on down, rain, and water this ground.
   Come on down, rain, clean and cold; come on down, rain, and water my soul.
   We are blessed by God.  We are blessed with good friends.
   We are blessed by our families.  We are blessed, we are blessed.
   We are blessed with rest.  We are blessed with sweet dreams.
   We are blessed with a bed to sleep in.  We are blessed, we are blessed.
   We are blessed with hope.  We are blessed with freedom.
   We are blessed to have food to eat.  We are blessed, we are blessed.

u Doxology  No. 607
  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
  Praise Christ, all people here below;
  Praise Holy Spirit evermore;
  Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen.

u Prayer of Dedication 
  God of the wolf and the lamb, the lion and the ox,
  we give thanks for these gifts and pray that they might be agents of your peace.
  May they serve creation as we seek your new heaven and new earth.
  Help us take these gifts into a world filled with distress and calm it.
  Help us take these gifts into a world filled with pain and heal it.
  Help us take these gifts into a world filled with silence and speak up.
  In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.4
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Liturgists  
 Ken Henry 
 Dorothy Piatt
Ushers
8:30 Dave Spence
  Candace Spence
11:00 Dave Spence
  Jan Surdi
  Jim Cauthen

Greeters
8:30 Jack Townsend 
  Irene Townsend    
11:00 Billie Best
  Lucille Digges  
Musician
 Winston Barham, percussion
Deacon of the Day
 Dale Roper

Lay Reader
8:30 Hal Collums
11:00 Mike Moore
Sound Engineers
8:30 Mark Outlaw
11:00 Ford Scott
Fellowship Team 
 Gail and Ron Wiley
 Virginia Rovnyak

Participants in Worship
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Hearing Enhancement  – Westminster is equipped with personal hearing assistance devices for use by 
our worshippers. These are available in the narthex, to be checked out from the ushers before services. 
Our sanctuary is equipped with “T-coil” technology.
Large-Print versions of the bulletin, Glory to God hymnal, and our own Hymnal Supplement are available 
for use during the service.  If you would like to use any of these large print copies, please ask an usher.
Children and Worship –  Families are encouraged to worship together, whenever possible. We strive to 
include children who are first graders and older in our worship service. Children’s pew Bibles, children’s 
bulletins, and worship bags are available from the ushers. A “comfort room” is available downstairs 
for those with small children who might need a place to rest or play. A speaker in that room makes it 
possible to hear the service.
Portions of the service are reprinted by permission from the Book of Common Worship, copyright © 
2018 Westminster/John Knox Press, and Feasting on the Word: Worship Companion, ed. Kimberly Brack-
en Long, WJK: Louisville, KY, 2015.  Words to the choral responses are reprinted by permission.

u Hymn 65 Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah Cwm Rhondda

u Charge and Benediction

 Closing Voluntary Toccata in C     J. P. Sweelinck

	 u Please stand, as you are able.

The flowers are given by Ock Lee in loving memory of Soo Ik Lee, M.D.

Friendsgiving 2019: UKirk and 20/30 CreW 
invite students and those in their 20s/30s to 
build community around the table. Enjoy a free, 
delicious meal (thanks to the Kitchen Comm.), a 
laidback litany, and conversation on Tuesday, Nov. 
19, at 7 p.m. at Common Grounds. R.s.v.p. to 
Dorothy, dpiatt@westminsterva.org.

Thanksgiving Potluck: All are welcome to join 
us for a potluck dinner on Thanksgiving Day, 
November 28, from noon to 2 p.m. at Common 
Grounds (corner Rugby and Gordon). The turkey 
is provided; bring your favorite holiday side dish 
or dessert to share. R.s.v.p. to Jane Penner: 434-
249-1405 or janepenner48@gmail.com.

Thanksgiving at Westminster
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Sunday, November 17
8:30 and 11 a.m. Worship
9:30 a.m. Classes for Children,  
 Youth, and Adults 
12:15 p.m. Fellowship Hour 
 Deacons Meeting, lounge 
 Singers rehearsal, choir room
3 p.m. Installation Service for  
 Dorothy Piatt,  
 sanctuary
Tuesday, November 19
7 p.m. Friendsgiving, Common 
  Grounds
Wednesday, November 20
7 p.m. Music Cmte., choir room
Thursday, November 21
4 p.m. Choristers rehearsal, choir 
  room
7 p.m. Adult Choir, choir room
Friday, November 22
7:30 p.m. Organ Concert, 
sanctuary
Sunday, November 24
8:30 and 11 a.m. Worship
 Hunger Offering
9:30 a.m. Classes for Children,  
 Youth, and Adults 
12:15 p.m. Fellowship Hour 
 Singers rehearsal, choir room

Ken Henry, Pastor
 khenry@westminsterva.org
Lynne Clements, Associate Pastor  
 lclements@westminsterva.org
Dorothy Piatt 
 Assoc. Pastor for Social Justice  
 and University Mission 
 dpiatt@westminsterva.org
Megan Sharp, Dir. of Fine Arts
Jonathan Schakel, Organist
Sanford Wilcox, Church Admin.
Kate Brinkley, Office Manager
Steve Brown, Finance Admin.
Tom Mullen, Sexton
Alonzo Williams, Assistant Sexton

Staff

Coming Up WESTMINSTER NEWS & EVENTS

Stewardship 2020: If you haven’t gotten a chance to make your 
pledge to Westminster for the coming year, it’s not too late. Please 
pick up a pledge card in the sanctuary, narthex, or Gathering Place 
and drop off your pledge to the church office. Thank you!

Advent Workshop: Mark your calendars — with a star! — for 
the Following the Star Advent Workshop for all ages on Sunday, 
December 1, from 9:45 to 10:30 a.m. You’ll have fun making 
an Advent wreath, decorating a wooden crèche set, and creating 
ornaments for your tree. A $10 donation for materials would be 
appreciated. Questions? Contact Lynne Clements, lclements@
westminsterva.org or 434-293-3133.

The Westminster Organ Concert Series continues its 40th season 
on Friday, November 22, at 7:30 p.m, with a concert by organist 
Craig Cramer. Dr. Cramer is Professor of Organ and Artist-in-
Residence at the University of Notre Dame. He has given recitals 
in forty-five of the United States, as well as Europe and China.  
His program includes music by Bach, Walther, Scheidt, and 
Mendelssohn. The concert is free, followed by a reception.

The Westminster Childcare Center is hosting a holiday party 
December 6 from 5 – 7 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. This fun 
family event for families will include live music, free photos with 
Santa, children’s crafts, and a highly anticipated Cupcake Walk!

What’s Happening at Common Grounds? During finals, we’ll 
provide open study space to students — beginning Sunday, Dec. 
8, through Monday, Dec. 16. We need help staffing Common 
Grounds, dropping off snacks, and baking cookies for our 
Christmas Kick-Back on Dec. 8. To help, please contact Dorothy, 
dpiatt@westminsterva.org.

Worship at Westminster switches to one service at 11 a.m. on 
December 1, the first Sunday of Advent. This worship schedule 
continues until February 1 when we return to two services at 8:30 
and 11 a.m. on Sunday mornings.

Please join our Prayer Shawl 
Ministry, on Monday, November 18, 
6:30 to 8 p.m., in the lower lounge.

Worship Greeters Needed: Consider 
greeting new visitors and friends 
by serving as a greeter on Sunday 
at the 8:30 or 11 a.m. service. 
Contact Lynn Moore, lwmoore253@
bellsouth.net, or Kate Brinkley, 
434-293-3133 or kbrinkley@
westminstserva.org.

November 24 at 9:30 a.m.

The Priesthood of All   
  Believers, Library 
Artistic Perspectives on 
Jacob’s 12 Sons, Room 209
Contemporary Theology,  
 Room 207
Opening Doors, Room 208  
Faith and Family, Lounge

Christian Education


