
Service for the Lord’s Day
Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

September 29, 2019

Jesus knew that the best teachings come  

from stories that make us laugh  

even as they make us uncomfortable.  

We smile, and at the same time we wonder.

Amy-Jill Levine
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 Preparing to Hear God’s Word
 Opening Voluntary 
  8:30  Andantino  Edward Elgar 
  11:00  Romance Edward Elgar

u Call to Worship  
  Speaking to the crowds, Jesus asked this question:  
  “With what can we compare the reign of God or what parable will we use for it?”
         It is like a mustard seed.
  It is like a sower who went out to scatter seeds in a field.
          It is like a lost sheep,
  a lost child,
          a lost coin,
  some salt,
   some yeast.
  It is like a parable told both to inspire and trouble,
   to console and challenge.
  Let anyone who has ears, listen:
   the reign of God draws near.

u Hymn 332 Live into Hope  Truro

 Call to Confession  

 Prayer of Confession  
O God, we confess that have not dealt as faithfully with you as you have with us.   
We make empty promises. We promise to serve no other god but you. We promise  
to love our enemies and not hate them. We promise to be faithful with the gifts and 
relationships you have entrusted to us. And yet, these promises do not always  
reflect our words and actions.  Indeed, to protect and preserve what we have,  
we build graven images in our hearts and minds. To suit our desires and plans,  
we reason and explain away your gospel truths.  We confess that we have been dishonest  
in our dealings with others. Forgive us. Teach us empathy. Help us to let go  
of our pain and anger. When we pass through days of famine, lead us to your bread.  
When days of drought dry our throats, lead us to your living water. And when we are lost 
and without direction, send us your word—the word that nurtures and restores  
our confidence and strength. 2
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Welcome visitors, newcomers, and friends worshipping with us today! 
Feel free to take a Welcome to Westminster pamphlet from the pew rack. We hope 
you will worship with us again, whenever possible. If you’re interested in joining 
our church community, please speak to a pastor after worship or contact the 
church office, 434-293-3133.



 Silent Prayers

 Sung Response  sung three times  Jacques Berthier 
 
  

  Assurance of Pardon  
  Now that we have let go of the pain, the bitterness, and the anger of our lives,  
  let us be kind, tender-hearted, and gentle towards each other, forgiving as God has forgiven us. 
  In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
   Thanks be to God. Amen.

u Sung Response    HS No. 22
  All glory be to God on high
  And peace on earth from heaven, 
  And God’s good will unfailingly be to all people given. 
  We bless, we worship you, we raise  
  For your great glory, thanks, and praise,
  O God, the great Creator.

u Sharing of the Peace
  The peace of Christ be with you.    And also with you.

 Announcements for the Church and Community 11:00

 Time with Children and Youth  11:00

 God’s Word to Us  

 Anthem 11:00 This Is the Day  Mark Patterson
  This is the day that the Lord has made, we will rejoice and be glad. based on Ps. 118:24
  The Lord has done marvelous things, great are the wonders before us.
  Let us give thanks, let us sing praise, let us rejoice and be glad.

 Old Testament Amos 8:4-7, 11-12 OT pg. 807

 Gospel   Luke 16:1-13 NT pg. 74

 Sermon  Where Do We Draw The Line? Ken Henry
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u Affirmation of Faith  from A Brief Statement of Faith
  In life and in death we belong to God.  
  Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
  the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit,  
  we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel,  
  whom alone we worship and serve.  
  We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God.  
  Jesus proclaimed the reign of God:  
  preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives,  
  teaching by word and deed and blessing the children,  
  healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted,  
  eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners,  
  and calling all to repent and believe the gospel.  
  Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition,  
  Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths of human pain  
  and giving his life for the sins of the world.  
  God raised this Jesus from the dead,  
  vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil,  
  delivering us from death to life eternal.  
  With believers in every time and place,  
  we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can separate us  
  from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

u Hymn 422  11:00 God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending Beach Spring

 Prayers of the Congregation and the Lord’s Prayer hymnal, page 16

 The Offering
  Offertory
  8:30  Prelude C. Hubert Parry
  11:00 Chanson du Matin   Edward Elgar

u Doxology  No. 591
  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
  Praise Christ, all people here below;
  Praise Holy Spirit evermore;
  Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen.

u Prayer of Dedication
  Gracious God, you call us to let go of the things we cling to and step out in faith,
  trusting in your love and provision. Give us courage to step out boldly,
  and sufficient faith to follow without fear. Take our lives and our gifts.
  Use them to accomplish more than we could possibly imagine,
  so that, through us, your reign of justice and mercy may draw near. Amen.
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Liturgists
 Kevin Adams 
 Dorothy Piatt
Deacon of the Day
 Debby Garth
Lay Readers
8:30 Nancy Takahashi
11:00 Jane Edmister Penner

Greeters
8:30 Bernice Booker   
  Jennifer Sulzberger 
11:00 Lucy Burnette 
  Lynn Moore
Cellist 
 Lynanne Wilson
Fellowship Team 
 Stewart and Patty Nelson 

Sound Engineers
8:30 Michael Constanzo
11:00 Mike Moore
Ushers
8:30 Jorgen Vik 
  Irene Townsend
11:00 Dick Haines 
  Carl Matthews
  Paul Schakel

Participants in Worship

u Hymn HS 28 This Is God’s Wondrous World Terra Beata

u Charge and Benediction

 Closing Voluntary Poco allegro     Edward Elgar

	 u Please stand, as you are able.

The flowers today are given by Lucille and Ken Digges in honor of their great-grandchildren:  
Jason Raymond Gunther, Kylie Gunther. and Elizabeth Rose Digges.
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Hearing Enhancement  – Westminster is equipped with personal hearing assistance devices for use by 
our worshippers. These are available in the narthex, to be checked out from the ushers before services. 
Our sanctuary is equipped with “T-coil” technology.
Large-Print versions of the bulletin, The Presbyterian Hymnal, and our own Hymnal Supplement are 
available for use during the service.  If you would like to use any of these large print copies, please ask an 
usher.
Children and Worship –  Families are encouraged to worship together, whenever possible. We strive to 
include children who are first graders and older in our worship service. Children’s pew Bibles, children’s 
bulletins, and worship bags are available from the ushers. A “comfort room” is available downstairs 
for those with small children who might need a place to rest or play. A speaker in that room makes it 
possible to hear the service.
Portions of the service are reprinted by permission from the Book of Common Worship, copyright © 
2018 Westminster/John Knox Press, and Feasting on the Word: Worship Companion, ed. Kimberly Brack-
en Long, WJK: Louisville, KY, 2015.  Words to the choral responses are reprinted by permission.
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Sunday, September 29
8:30 and 11 a.m. Worship
9:30 a.m. Classes for Adults,  
 Youth and Children 
12:15 p.m. Fellowship Hour
 Singers Rehearsal, choir room
Thursday, October 3
4 p.m. Choristers Rehearsal, 
 choir room
7 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal, 
 choir room
Saturday, October 5
9 a.m. Session Retreat 
Sunday, October 6
8:30 and 11 a.m. World 
Communion Sunday
9:30 a.m. Classes for Adults,  
 Youth and Children 
12:15 p.m. Fellowship Hour

Ken Henry, Pastor
 khenry@westminsterva.org
Lynne Clements, Associate Pastor  
 lclements@westminsterva.org
Dorothy Piatt 
 Assoc. Pastor for Social Justice  
 and University Mission 
 dpiatt@westminsterva.org
Megan Sharp 
 Director of Fine Arts
Jonathan Schakel, Organist
Sanford Wilcox 
 Church Administrator
Kate Brinkley 
 Office Manager
Steve Brown 
 Finance Administrator
Tom Mullen, Sexton
Alonzo Williams, 
 Assistant Sexton

Staff

Coming Up WESTMINSTER NEWS & EVENTS

20/30 CreW: Are you a graduate student or someone in your 20s or 
30s(ish)? Whether you’re new to Charlottesville or simply want to 
meet new friends, join us for Wednesday Wind-Down on October 
9 at 7 p.m. at Charlottesville Draft Taproom. To r.s.v.p. and stay 
posted on future Wind-Down locations, etc., contact Dorothy 
Piatt, dpiatt@westminsterva.org. 

Mission Endowment Proposals — Proposals are welcome from 
organizations that would like to be supported by the Mission 
Endowment Fund for Fall 2019.  They are due to the church by 
noon on October 8, 2019. Funding for 2019 is anticipated to be 
$12,000, to support startup activities or new innovative projects 
that fulfill our mission to build a more just and peaceful world.

You can make a difference in local and global hunger by joining our 
CROP Hunger Walk on October 13 in just two weeks! Consider 
joining others from Westminster to raise awareness and support of 
hunger initiatives.  To sign up to walk, contact Taylor Beard, jtb@
virginia.edu. If you’re not able to walk, please sponsor a walker. 
(Funds also support disaster relief.) 

In recent months, we have welcomed these new members to 
Westminster. We’re grateful to have them in our church family!
Sally Christopher**   Kim Jones* 
Rosie Eash**    Brett Jones*
Melanie Garth*   Patty Nelson*
Peter Garth**    Stewart Nelson*
Lin Harmon*    Kathy Rouse**
Patty and Stewart Nelson*  Jerry Veneman**
      * Letter of transfer 
      ** Reaffirmation of faith

On October 4, PACEM is hosting an exhibition of photos taken by 
local photographer Mai Shurtleff in our men’s and women’s sites over 
the last two seasons. They capture staff, volunteers, and guests and 
the community that develops in PACEM. Come to City Space on the 
downtown mall from 5-7p.m. for art, music, and refreshments.  

On October 10th, PACEM is  
holding a Safe-Space Training at  
First United Methodist Church  
from 12:30 to 2 p.m. Conducted  
by a representative of Cville Pride,  
the training will address issues  
surrounding sexual orientation and  
gender identity. It is part of an  
effort to make our shelters a place  
of acceptance and inclusion. The  
training is open to staff and  
volunteers.

September 29 & October 6
Building the Beloved  
Community: Walking the 
Path of Gospel, library 
Genesis: A Living Conversation,  
room 209 
Contemporary Theology, 
room 207
Faith and Family, lounge
Opening Doors, room 208

Christian Education


