
Service for the Lord’s Day
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

September 1, 2019

The hope of the church lies  

in a commitment to feast with one another. 

Kendal Vanderslice, We Will Feast

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
400 Rugby Road, Charlottesville, VA  u  434-293-3133  u  www.westminsterva.org



 Preparing to Hear God’s Word
 Opening Voluntary Canzona in G Minor  Domenico Zipoli

u Call to Worship
  Creator God, you call us to hospitality;
  to give as generously to others as you have given to us,
       for there are angels among us.
  Loving God, you call us to give you glory
  in the compassion we show to one another,
       to love without judgment, of ourselves or of others.
  We gather as one body,
  seeking to walk in the way you have set for us.
       We gather as one body to worship the one who is love. 

u Hymn 420 God of Grace and God of Glory  Cwm Rhondda

 Call to Confession 
  Despite all the ways we speak of sin – failures, mistakes, intended acts,  
  Scripture tells us that we are stubborn-hearted, wanting only our way.  
  But if we open our mouths and our hearts to confess our sin,  
  God will fill our emptiness with forgiveness and hope.

 Prayer of Confession  
We are always uncomfortable, God, 
when you notice how we want to sit in the seats of honor.
We can be so proper, so good, so well-off,
that it is easy to imagine we are superior to the poor.
We are so busy completing our ‘To Do’ lists each day,
that we forget what you have told us to do.

Do justly, now. Love mercy, now.
Walk humbly, now.

Forgive us.
Fill our emptiness with your grace and humility
that we would spend our lives alongside Jesus, our Lord and Savior,
throwing a party for the poor, the lost, and the oppressed.2
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Welcome visitors, newcomers, and friends worshipping with us today! 
Feel free to take a Welcome to Westminster pamphlet from the pew rack. We hope 
you will worship with us again, whenever possible. If you’re interested in joining 
our church community, please speak to a pastor after worship or contact the 
church office, 434-293-3133.



 Silent Prayers

 Sung Response  No. 322
  Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me;
  Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
  Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me.
  Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.  

  Assurance of Pardon  
  Hear the good news: Who is in a position to condemn?  
  Only Christ and Christ died for us, Christ rose for us,  
  Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us.  
  Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation.  
  The old life has gone and a new life has begun.  
  Know that you are forgiven and be at peace. 
   Thanks be to God. Amen.

u Sung Response    HS No. 84
  Through north and south and east and west
  May God’s immortal name be blessed: 
  Alleluia, alleluia!
  Till everywhere beneath the sun,
  God’s reign begins, God’s will is done:
  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

u Sharing of the Peace
  The peace of Christ be with you.    And also with you.

 Announcements for the Church and Community

 God’s Word to Us  

 Epistle Lesson Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 NT pg. 213

 Gospel Lesson Luke 14:1, 7-14 NT pg. 72

 Communion Meditation  Lynne Clements

u Affirmation of Faith  from The Belhar Confession
  We believe in one holy, universal Christian church, 
      the communion of saints called from the entire human family. 

  We believe that Christ’s work of reconciliation is made manifest in the church 
      as the community of believers who have been reconciled with God and with one another;
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  We believe the unity of the people of God  
   must be manifested and be active in a variety of ways: 
      in that we love one another; 
      that we experience, practice and pursue community with one another; 
      that we are obligated to give ourselves willingly and joyfully 
           to be of benefit and blessing to one another; 
      that we share one faith, have one calling, are of one soul and one mind; 
          have one God, are filled with one Spirit, are baptized with one baptism, 
          eat of one bread and drink of one cup, confess one name, 
          are obedient to one Lord, work for one cause, and share one hope; 
          and together come to know the height and the breadth and the depth of the love of Christ.

 Prayers of the Congregation

 The Offering  
  Offertory  Do Not I Love Thee  arr. David Music
      text by Philip Doddridge
   Do not I love thee, O my Lord? Behold my heart and see,
   And turn the dearest idol out that dares to rival thee.

   Is not thy name melodious still to mine attentive ear?
   Doth not each pulse with pleasure bound my Savior’s voice to hear?

   Thou knowest I love thee, dearest Lord, but oh! I long to soar
   Far from the sphere of mortal joys and learn to love thee more.

u Presentation of the Bread and Cup  No. 591
  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
  Praise Christ, all people here below;
  Praise Holy Spirit evermore;
  Praise Triune God, whom we adore.  Amen.

 Celebration of the Lord’s Supper
  Invitation to the Lord’s Table
  The Great Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer  Hymnal, p. 16
   The Lord be with you.
    And also with you.
   Lift up your hearts.
    We lift them up to the Lord.
   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
    It is right to give our thanks and praise.
    It is truly right and our greatest joy. . . . who sing forever to the glory of your name:

   Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of power and might;    HS No. 78 
   Heaven and earth are full of your glory
   Hosanna in the highest.  
   Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
   Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.
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   . . . . Great is the mystery of faith:
   Christ has died.  Christ has risen.  Christ will come again. HS No. 79

  Breaking of the Bread and Communion of the People
  Communion Music Aria Sub Elevazione  Gottlieb Muffat 

 Prayer After Communion 
  Holy God, we thank you for this feast of grace and life. 
  As we have been served, help us to serve our neighbors.
  As we have been fed, help us to feed all who are hungry.
  As we have been loved, help us to love the world – 
  because in Jesus Christ you have loved us. Amen. 

u Hymn 517 We Come As Guests Invited Wie Lieblich ist der Maien

u The Charge and Benediction

 Closing Voluntary Sonata Settima Bernardo Pasquini

 u Please stand, as you are able.

The flowers today are given by Shann Whited in memory of Don and Pati Whited.

Liturgist
 Dick Haines
Ushers
 Lucille and Ken Digges
Deacon of the Day
 Dana Patek
Greeters
 Patricia Vandever 
 Billie Best

Sound Engineer
 Elton Oliver
Communion Preparers
 Dana Eastman
Communion Servers
 Lee Cilimberg
 Wayne Cilimberg
 Dan Heuchert
 Mike Moore

Lay Reader
 Jana Surdi
Fellowship Team
 Crystal Steger-Smith 
 Rob Smith 
 Fran Sargent

Participants in Worship

The Lord’s Supper – All are welcome to the Sacrament of Communion — indeed, anyone who desires a 
relationship with God in Jesus Christ is welcome. Communion is served by intinction. Please come forward 
using the center aisle and use a side aisle to return to your seat. Gluten-free wafers are available. If you prefer 
to receive communion in the pew, please indicate this to an usher. 

Hearing Enhancement  – Westminster is equipped with personal hearing assistance devices for use by 
our worshippers. These are available in the narthex, to be checked out from the ushers before services. 
Our sanctuary is equipped with “T-coil” technology.
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Sunday, September 1
10 a.m. Worship with  
 Communion
11:15 a.m. Fellowship Hour 
 Teacher Training (youth),  
 lounge

Thursday, September 5
4 p.m. Choristers Rehearsal,  
 choir room
6 p.m. Students’ Catered Dinner,  
 Common Grounds
7 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal,   
 choir room

Sunday, September 8
Program Year Kick Off
8:30 and 11 a.m. Worship
 Frances Taylor Gench, 
  preaching
9:30 a.m. Breakfast and Welcome 
12:15 p.m. Fellowship Hour
 Session Meeting, library
 Singers Retreat,  choir room

Ken Henry, Pastor
 khenry@westminsterva.org
Lynne Clements, Associate Pastor  
 lclements@westminsterva.org
Dorothy Piatt, 
 Assoc. Pastor for Social Justice  
 and University Mission 
 dpiatt@westminsterva.org
Megan Sharp 
 Director of Fine Arts
Jonathan Schakel, Organist
Sanford Wilcox, 
 Church Administrator
Kate Brinkley, 
 Office Manager
Steve Brown, 
 Finance Administrator
Tom Mullen, Sexton
Alonzo Williams, 
 Assistant Sexton

Staff

Coming Up WESTMINSTER NEWS & EVENTS

All university students are welcome to join Dorothy Piatt and 
other students for a catered dinner on Thursday, September 5, 
from 6 to 8 p.m. in Common Grounds. Questions? Contact 
Dorothy, 434-293-3133 or dpiatt@westminsterva.org.
Westminster Choirs Begin: The Adult Choir (including UVA 
students) is underway with weekly rehearsals on Thursdays at 
7 p.m. Choristers, kindergarten through 4th grade, begin on 
Thursday, September 5, at 4 p.m., and Singers begin with a 
retreat on Sunday, September 8, 12:15-2 p.m. Please see the 
e-news and www.westminsterva.org for more details.
On September 8, in addition to the Kick Off of Westminster’s 
program year — with breakfast, games, class and ministry 
information, and more — Frances Taylor Gench will preach. 
Dr. Gench’s research and teaching interests include the Gospels, 
women in the biblical world and feminist biblical criticism, 
global and intercultural perspectives on the Bible, and issues of 
biblical authority and interpretation. The author of six books, her 
most recent publication is Encountering God in Tyrannical Texts: 
Reflections on Paul, Women, and the Authority of Scripture.

Join us on September 15, when our newest members will be 
recognized in worship — and welcome them at fellowship hour 
after 11 a.m. worship!

Children and Worship –  Families are encouraged to worship 
together, whenever possible. We strive to include children who are 
first graders and older in our worship service. Children’s pew Bibles, 
children’s bulletins, and worship bags are available from the ushers. 
A “comfort room” is available downstairs for those with small 
children who might need a place to rest or play. A speaker in that 
room makes it possible to hear the service.

Portions of the service are reprinted by permission from the Book of 
Common Worship, copyright © 2018 Westminster/John Knox Press, 
and Feasting on the Word: Worship Companion, ed. Kimberly Bracken 
Long, WJK: Louisville, KY, 2015.  Words to the choral responses 
are reprinted by permission.
Large-Print versions of the bulletin, The Presbyterian Hymnal, and 
our own Hymnal Supplement are available for use during the service.  
If you would like to use any of these large print copies, please ask an 
usher.


