
Service for the Lord’s Day
Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time

August 25, 2019

Christianity isn’t meant to simply be believed;  

it’s meant to be lived, shared, eaten, spoken, 

 and enacted in the presence of other people... 

Try as I may, I can’t be a Christian on my own.  

I need a community. I need the church. 

Rachel Held Evans, Searching for Sunday

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
400 Rugby Road, Charlottesville, VA  u  434-293-3133  u  www.westminsterva.org



 Preparing to Hear God’s Word
 Opening Voluntary Two Versets from Heures mystiques, Op. 30  Leon Boellmann

u Call to Worship  from Rev. Allison Wehring, UKirk National Board
  We gather in this place as people who have traveled life’s path for awhile,
  and as people who are just starting out.
    Together, we worship God.
   For some, the way seems smooth,
  while others see more than their fair share of twists and turns.
    Together, we worship God.
   Wherever we are on the road, God calls us to gather
  so we are reminded that we don’t walk alone.
    Together, we worship God.
   Whoever we are today, and whoever we will be tomorrow,
    Together, let us worship God! 

u Hymn HS 41 Be Thou My Vision  Slane

 Call to Confession

 Prayer of Confession  
God of incredible patience, we confess that our love is not always  
what we might hope it would be. We focus so much on ourselves  
that the needs of others pale in significance. Forgive us and have mercy on us.  
As you rescue us from ourselves, may we become your people.  
As you touch us with faith, may we be witnesses to the world of your dreams.  
As you pour out hope upon us, may we be compassionate to those who hurt.  
As you shape us with your love, may we be made whole.

 Silent Prayers

 Sung Response  No. 322
  Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me;
  Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
  Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me.
  Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.  
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Welcome visitors, newcomers, and friends worshipping with us today! 
Feel free to take a Welcome to Westminster pamphlet from the pew rack. We hope 
you will worship with us again, whenever possible. If you’re interested in joining 
our church community, please speak to a pastor after worship or contact the 
church office, 434-293-3133.



  Assurance of Pardon  
  The Lord is our chosen portion and our cup. God binds us in, counsels our minds,  
  and instructs our hearts. God helps us to stand firm for justice, mercy, and peace. 
  When we fall, God lifts us up, forgives us, and remembers our sins no more. 
   Thanks be to God. Amen.

u Sung Response    HS No. 84
  Through north and south and east and west
  May God’s immortal name be blessed: 
  Alleluia, alleluia!
  Till everywhere beneath the sun,
  God’s reign begins, God’s will is done:
  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

u Sharing of the Peace
  The peace of Christ be with you.    And also with you.

 Announcements for the Church and Community

 Litany for Campus Ministry   
  For the campus ministries on Grounds and beyond:
   O Lord, we pray.
  That they might be spaces for rest and renewal,
  for comfort, but also for challenge and growth:
   O Lord, we pray.
  For students of varied experiences, drawn together by the movement of your Spirit,  
  that they might have confidence to continue becoming the people of God,  
  supporting each other and being supported:
   O Lord, we pray.
  For the leaders who guide these communities,
  discerning faithful ways to meet young adults  in the midst of an often-overwhelming world:
   O Lord, we pray.
  For the siblings of faith that have nurtured each of us along our way, 
  and the ways we might share that care with the ones who come after us:
   O Lord, we give you thanks. Amen.

 God’s Word to Us  

 First Reading Isaiah 58:9b–14 OT pg. 647

 Second Reading Jeremiah 1:4–10 OT pg. 656

 Sermon  Belonging and Becoming Dorothy Piatt
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u Affirmation of Faith  from the Iona Community
  With the whole church
   we affirm that we are made in God’s image,
   befriended by Christ, empowered by the Spirit.
  With people everywhere
   we affirm God’s goodness at the heart of humanity
   planted more deeply than all that is wrong.
  With all creation
   we celebrate the miracle and wonder of life, the unfolding purposes of God
   forever at work in ourselves and in the world.

u Hymn HS 36 Christ, Be Our Light 

 Prayers of the Congregation and the Lord’s Prayer

 The Offering
  Offertory Ce Que Je Suis Sans Toi Charles Gounod
  What is ivy without the elm tree that provides support in its infancy, 
  Giving to it with each branch a rung for its growth; 
  This is what I am without you; for pity’s sake, faithfully watch over me!  

  The bird who flies chirping toward its eternal home 
  And suddenly, a bloody bullet smashes its wings, 
  This is what I am without you; for pity’s sake, faithfully watch over me!  

  A frail skiff among the waves during a dark night, 
  Without rudder, without crew, out on the stormy sea, 
  This is what I am without you; for pity’s sake, faithfully watch over me!

u Doxology  No. 591
  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Christ, all people here below;
  Praise Holy Spirit evermore; praise Triune God, whom we adore. 
  In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

u Prayer of Dedication
  In the offering of our gifts, as well as the living of our days,
  may we not grow weary of doing what is right, but commit to speaking up for the voiceless,
  healing the broken, and feeding the hungry. Amen.

u Hymn  Come! Live in the Light! (We Are Called) 

u Responsive Charge and Benediction 
  Now go, to be God’s blessing to others.
   We will not measure out our compassion but share it freely.
  Now go, to tell the story of Christ’s love and hope for all.
   We will go to speak of the One who, with grace and wonder,
   shows everyone who they are and who they might be.
  Now go, to pour out the Spirit’s love in every corner of your life. 
   We will go to care for everyone, even those we do not yet know.4
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Liturgists
 Lynne Clements 
 Ken Henry
Deacon of the Day
 Lynn Moore
Musicians
 Diane Kingsbury, organ
 Ellie Weikle, soprano

Ushers
 Leanna Whitmore (head)
 Lacy Whitmore
 Linda Seaman 
 Rick Seaman
Greeters
 Carolyn Kelly 
 Nadine Roddy

Lay Reader
 Rebecca McGregor
Sound Engineer
 Barb Mann
Fellowship Team
 Ron and Gail Wiley
 Virginia Rovnyak

Participants in Worship

 Closing Voluntary Toccata in C     Johann Gottfried Walther

	 u Please stand, as you are able.

The flowers today are given by Jim and Helen Cauthen in memory of Irby B. Cauthen, Jr.,  
who would have turned 100 this weekend.

The Program Year Begins  
at Westminster

Welcome to University Students
Sunday, August 25
10 a.m. Worship with Dorothy Piatt preaching 
11:15 a.m. University Students’ Welcome Brunch, courtyard 

Kick Off Sunday
Sunday, September 8
8:30 and 11 a.m.  Worship with guest preacher Frances Taylor Gench, New Testament  
 scholar and professor at Union Theological Seminary
9:30 a.m.  Breakfast and Welcome in fellowship hall
 Information Tables from various ministries
 Games for kids, meet the teachers
 Photos and reflections from youth pilgrimage to the Tetons

Church School Classes begin
Sunday, September 15
8:30 and 11 a.m.  Worship with Ken Henry preaching
9:30 a.m. Classes for children, youth, and adults
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Sunday, August 25
10 a.m. Worship 
 University Students’ Welcome 
 Dorothy Piatt preaching
11:15 a.m. Fellowship Hour 
11:15 a.m. University Brunch, 
  courtyard 
11:15 a.m. Teacher Training  
 (children), lounge
Thursday, August 29
7 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal,   
 choir room
Sunday, September 1
10 a.m. Worship with  
 Communion
11:15 a.m. Fellowship Hour 
11:15 a.m. Teacher Training  
 (youth), lounge
Thursday, September 5
4 p.m. Choristers Rehearsal,  
 choir room
Sunday, September 8
Program Year Kick Off
8:30 and 11 a.m. Worship
Frances Taylor Gench preaching
9:30 a.m. Breakfast and Welcome 
12:15 a.m. Fellowship Hour

Ken Henry, Pastor
 khenry@westminsterva.org
Lynne Clements, Associate Pastor  
 lclements@westminsterva.org
Dorothy Piatt, 
 Assoc. Pastor for Social Justice  
 and University Mission 
 dpiatt@westminsterva.org
Megan Sharp 
 Director of Fine Arts
Jonathan Schakel, Organist
Sanford Wilcox, 
 Church Administrator
Kate Brinkley, Office Manager
Steve Brown, 
 Finance Administrator
Tom Mullen, Sexton
Alonzo Williams, 
 Assistant Sexton

Staff

Coming Up WESTMINSTER NEWS & EVENTS

The Westminster Organ Concert Series begins its 40th season 
on Friday, August 30, at 7:30 p.m., with a recital by Catalina 
Vicens.  The program, entitled “A Musical Pilgrimage from the 
Middle Ages to the Baroque,” includes some of the earliest known 
written keyboard music, as well as works by Conrad Paumann, 
William Byrd, and Juan Cabanilles.  Ms. Vicens, originally from 
Chile, is a guest professor of harpsichord at Oberlin Conservatory 
and a Ph.D. candidate at Leiden University. 
All university students are welcome to join Dorothy Piatt and 
other students for a catered dinner on Thursday, September 5, 
from 6 to 8 p.m. in the lounge. Questions? Contact Dorothy, 
434-293-3133 or dpiatt@westminsterva.org.
On September 8, in addition to the Kick Off of Westminster’s 
program year — with breakfast, games, class and ministry 
information, and more — Frances Taylor Gench will preach. 
Dr. Gench’s research and teaching interests include the Gospels, 
women in the biblical world and feminist biblical criticism, 
global and intercultural perspectives on the Bible, and issues of 
biblical authority and interpretation. The author of six books, her 
most recent publication is Encountering God in Tyrannical Texts: 
Reflections on Paul, Women, and the Authority of Scripture.

Hearing Enhancement  – Westminster is equipped with personal 
hearing assistance devices for use by our worshippers. These are 
available in the narthex, to be checked out from the ushers before 
services. Our sanctuary is equipped with “T-coil” technology.
Large-Print versions of the bulletin, The Presbyterian Hymnal, and 
our own Hymnal Supplement are available during the service.  If you 
would like to use any of these large print copies, please ask an usher.
Children and Worship –  Families are encouraged to worship 
together, whenever possible. We strive to include children who are 
first graders and older in our worship service. Children’s pew Bibles, 
children’s bulletins, and worship bags are available from the ushers. 
A “comfort room” is available downstairs for those with small 
children who might need a place to rest or play. A speaker in that 
room makes it possible to hear the service.
Portions of the service are reprinted by permission from the Book of 
Common Worship, copyright © 2018 Westminster/John Knox Press, 
and Feasting on the Word: Worship Companion, ed. Kimberly Bracken 
Long, WJK: Louisville, KY, 2015.  Words to the choral responses 
are reprinted by permission.


