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Second Sunday after Pentecost

June 23, 2019

It’s like having to make a choice:  

a blessing or a curse. The one thing  

you can’t do is choose neither.

Philip Pullman

 
 

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH



 Preparing to Hear God’s Word
 Opening Voluntary     Sonata II     William Babell 
    Adagio; Allegro

u Call to Worship  based on Deut. 30:1-5, 15-19
  God sets before us life and death.
   God sets before us blessings and curses.
  God sets before us decisions and new pathways to follow.
   God teaches us to walk in God’s ways.
  This morning, we call down heaven and earth,
   blessings and curses,
  life and death.
   O God, guide us in the choices we make.
  Let us worship God with all our soul, strength, mind, and heart.

u Hymn HS 41 Be Thou My Vision  Slane

 Call to Confession 

 Prayer of Confession      
  Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, and too deep to undo.  
  Forgive what our lips tremble to name, what our hearts can no longer bear,  
   and what has become for us a consuming fire of judgment.  
  Set us free from a past that we cannot change;  
   open to us a future in which we can be changed;  
   and grant us grace to grow more and more in your likeness and image, 
   through Jesus Christ, the light of the world. Amen.

 Silent Prayers

 Sung Response  No. 322
  Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me;
  Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
  Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me.
  Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.  2
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Welcome visitors, newcomers, and friends worshipping with us today! 
Feel free to take a Welcome to Westminster pamphlet from the pew rack. We hope 
you will worship with us again, whenever possible. If you’re interested in joining 
our church community, please speak to a pastor after worship or contact the 
church office, 434-293-3133.



  Assurance of Pardon  based on James 3:17
  The God of Isaac, Esau and Jacob desires mercy more than sacrifice  
  and a contrite heart rather than excuses. Love God and do the right thing  
  and forgiveness shall be your friend and mercy your true companion. 
  In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
   Thanks be to God. Amen.

u Sung Response    HS No. 84
  Through north and south and east and west
  May God’s immortal name be blessed:
  Alleluia, alleluia!
  Till everywhere beneath the sun,
  God’s reign begins, God’s will is done:
  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

u Sharing of the Peace
  The peace of Christ be with you.      And also with you.

 Reception of New Members   Jeannie Miller, Ruling Elder

 Announcements for the Church and Community

 God’s Word to Us  

 Gospel Lesson Matthew 5:1-11 NT pg. 4

 Old Testament Lesson Genesis 27 OT pg. 22

 Sermon  There’s Always a Choice Ken Henry

u Affirmation of Faith Psalm 24:1-6 trans., Gary Chamberlain
  The earth and its fullness belong to the Lord,
   the world and all its inhabitants.
  God laid its foundation upon the seas;
   over cosmic rivers God made it stand firm.
  Who can up to the Lord’s own mountain?
  Who can stand in God’s holy place?
  Those whose hands have done no wrong, 
      and those whose motives are pure,
   who do not live by deceit,
      or take oaths intending to break them.
  They will receive the Lord’s blessing;
        their savior God will declare them guiltless.
  Their whole generation will search for you,
        and see your presence, O God of Jacob.
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 Song  Surely God Iverson

 Prayers of the Congregation and the Lord’s Prayer hymnal, pg. 16

 The Offering
  Offertory Poco Largo  William Babell

u Doxology  No. 591
  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
  Praise Christ, all people here below;
  Praise Holy Spirit evermore;
  Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen.

u Prayer of Dedication
  As we dedicate this offering, we offer ourselves too,
   for these gifts of money are but tokens of ourselves. 
  Take and use us, that our hands may reach out in service, 
   our feet may walk the difficult path of reconciliation, 
   and that our words may be words of peace. 
  For this we pray in the name of Jesus. Amen.

u Hymn 418 God, Bless Your Church with Strength Ich halte Treulich still

u Charge and Benediction

 Closing Voluntary Allegro    William Babell

	 u Please stand, as you are able.

The flowers today are given by Abram and Patricia Hostetter,  
in memory of their son, Andrew John Hostetter. 
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Hearing Enhancement  – Westminster is equipped with personal hearing assistance devices for use by 
our worshippers. These are available in the narthex, to be checked out from the ushers before services. 
Our sanctuary is equipped with “T-coil” technology.
Large-Print versions of the bulletin, The Presbyterian Hymnal, and our own Hymnal Supplement are 
available for use during the service.  If you would like to use any of these large print copies, please ask an 
usher.
Children and Worship –  Families are encouraged to worship together, whenever possible. We strive to 
include children who are first graders and older in our worship service. Children’s pew Bibles, children’s 
bulletins, and worship bags are available from the ushers. A “comfort room” is available downstairs 
for those with small children who might need a place to rest or play. A speaker in that room makes it 
possible to hear the service.
Portions of the service are reprinted by permission from the Book of Common Worship, copyright © 
2018 Westminster/John Knox Press, and Feasting on the Word: Worship Companion, ed. Kimberly Brack-
en Long, WJK: Louisville, KY, 2015.  Words to the choral responses are reprinted by permission.
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Participants in Worship

WESTMINSTER NEWS & EVENTS

Come to Fellowship Hour to welcome our newest members, 
recognized in worship today. We’ll enjoy refreshments, including 
cake, and get to know each other.

Calling All Performers — for A Little Summer Music! On 
Thursday, June 27, at 7:30 p.m. you are invited to be part of 
a concert at Westminster. We need performers of all ages and 
abilities to create this unique evening of music for our community. 
Following the performance, there will be ice cream served in the 
courtyard. This is a fun opportunity to share your talents and enjoy 
fellowship. Contact Dana Patek, patekfamily@me.com, if you have 
questions and to get your name in the program.

An Environmental Forum sponsored by Westminster’s Green 
Team will be held at 11:15 a.m. next Sunday, June 23, 2019 in 
the library. The focus of the forum is to present opportunities 
for environmental advocacy at the local and state levels. Speakers 
include Claire Habel, Charlottesville Climate Collaborative 
(C3), www.cvilleclimate.org, and a representative from Virginia 
Interfaith Power & Light, vaipl.org/about-us. Discussion will be 
moderated by Peter Gates. All are welcome.

Guest Musicians
 Jane Penner, organ 
 Nancy Garlick, recorder
Ushers
 Dick Gibson (head) 
 Pam Gibson
 Hal Collums 
Sound Engineer
 Mike Moore

Deacon of the Day
 Judy Sands
Lay Reader
 Irv Cox
Fellowship Team
 Crystal and Rob Smith
 Sherry Lake
Greeters 
 Debbie Wolfe
 Faith Bedford 

Sunday, June 23
10 a.m. Worship 
 New Members  
 Recognized
11:15 a.m. Fellowship Hour 
 and New Member  
 Reception
11:15 a.m. Environmental   
 Forum, library

Thursday, June 27
7:30 p.m. A Little Summer  
 Music

Sunday, June 30
10 a.m. Worship 
11:15 a.m. Fellowship Hour

Ken Henry, Pastor
 khenry@westminsterva.org
Lynne Clements,  
 Associate Pastor  
 lclements@westminsterva.org
Megan Sharp, 
 Director of Fine Arts
Jonathan Schakel,  
 Organist
Sanford Wilcox, 
 Church Administrator
Kate Brinkley, 
 Office Manager
Steve Brown, 
 Finance Administrator
Tom Mullen, Sexton
Alonzo Williams, 
 Assistant Sexton

Staff

Coming Up



Summer 
AT WESTMINSTER

2019
PICK UP CHOIR
July 14 and August 11
Thought about joining the choir, but worried 
about the commitment?  Summer pick-up choir is 
for you!  On the second Sunday of each summer 
month pick-up choir meets in the choir room at 9 
a.m. and learns an easy anthem to offer at the 10 
a.m. worship. This choir is open to older children, 
youth and adults.

A LITTLE SUMMER MUSIC 
On Thursday, June 27, at 7:30 p.m., come to a 
“A Little Summer Music.” This unique evening 
of music presented by talented members of 
Westminster will be followed by ice cream served 
in the courtyard. 

FELLOWSHIP ON TAP 
July 3, August 6, from 5:30 to 7 p.m. Come to Three 
Notch’d Brewery for fellowship and fun!

SUMMER FORUM: The Border Is Here 
This three-hour, interactive workshop on the 
lived history of U.S. immigration will be held on 
Saturday, July 20. co-taught by Natalie Romero 
and Frank Valdez, first-generation immigrants and 
rising third-years in global development studies 
at UVA, with Priscilla Mendenhall, executive 
director of the Cville Immigrant Bond Fund. 
How have 150 years of U.S. interventions in Latin 
America, immigration policy, and need for cheap 
labor intersected to bring the border here. Learn 
the history and understand how these facts have 
shaped the lives of those who choose to make 
Charlottesville their home.


