
Support for Asylum Seekers Being Sponsored in Charlottesville 
	

Brittany Caine-Conley and the Charis Community at Grace Red Hill Episcopal Church are 
sponsoring seven young women from Central America who are seeking asylum in the U.S. and 
are currently in detention at Cibola in New Mexico. As transgender women, they are particularly 
vulnerable in their home country. It is not known if or when they will be released to come to 
Charlottesville, and if they do not receive asylum parole, one possibility is to bond them out, 
which will be costly. Volunteer lawyers are assisting. 
 
Here are ways to support the chicas (young women) right now: 
 

 Send money for their commissary and phone accounts (and ask your friends to send 
money!). The detention center is brutal for these chicas. Having a connection to the 
outside and being able to have a few human comforts can keep these women alive. We 
are taking money through Congregate Charlottesville. Donate through PayPal,  Venmo 
(@Congregate-Charlottesville), or write a check. 

 
 Provide furniture for Charis (Grace Red Hill Episcopal community). Charis is still in need 

of a few items to furnish their sanctuary bedrooms [Full sized sheets, small dresser, 
small/med rugs, over the door coat racks, fresh towels, curtain hardware, floor lamps, 
bed skirts (twin, full, queen)] 

 
 Create welcome kits for the chicas that include toiletries and other fun things! (Non-

perishable items that can be redistributed if the chicas don’t come here.) 
 
Ways to support the chicas if they get parole: 
 

 Rapid access to money to transport chicas from NM to Charlottesville and to provide 
accompaniment to the chicas. 

 
 Ongoing financial support for both households. 

 
 Start-up living needs like clothes, books, phones, etc. 

 
 Rides to ICE check ins and court dates. 

 
 English lessons. 

 
 Assistance with access to healthcare. 

 
 Social support: Inviting the chicas to dinner, taking them to social functions, hanging out 

with them, etc. 
 

 Helping them find work once they’ve been here for several months. 
 

If you can help in any of these above ways, please contact Brittany Caine-Conley, at 
britt.conley@gmail.com.  
 

 


