
 Call to Confession 
 
 Confession of Sin  

You call us to service and obedience, 
 to be your eyes and hands and voices in this world,  
 yet we see with limited vision, hide our hands, and shut our mouths. 
We are distracted by shiny exteriors and drawn to outer beauty.  
Open our eyes to the injustice, hate, and suffering that is often hidden from view. 
We grab more of the world’s resources than we need and then refuse to share.  
Open our hands not only in generosity,  

 but also in love and fellowship, to all who you draw near. 
We talk and talk, offering advice and sharing knowledge, 
 but are silent when asked to share the truths you lay upon our hearts,  
 and we confuse words for action. 
Forgive us.  Forgive our blindness, our inaction, and our silence. 
 

 Silent Prayers 
 
 Sung Response  No. 322
 Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me; 
 Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 
 Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. 
 Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 
 
 Assurance of Forgiveness   

Hear the good news: Christ died for us; Christ rose for us; Christ reigns in power for 
us; Christ prays for us. Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation! The old life has  
gone and a new life has begun. Believe the gospel: 
        In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Amen. 

# 

*Congregational Response    HS No. 22 
All glory be to God on high, and peace on earth from heaven, 
And God’s good will unfailingly be to all people given. 
We bless, we worship You, we raise 
For Your great glory thanks and praise, 
O God, the great Creator. 

  
*Sharing of the Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you.      And also with you. 
 

  Announcements for the Church and Community 
 

  A Time for Children and Youth 
 

God’s Word to us 
   
  Prayer for Illumination 
 
  Old Testament Lesson I Samuel 16:1-13   (OT pg. 248) 
 
  Sermon                                  Unexpected Lessons Lynne Clements  
   

Our Response to God 

*An Affirmation of Faith  (The congregation is invited to join in English the second time.) 

 
 



 
 
  Prayer Concerns and Prayers of the Congregation  
     concluding with the Lord’s Prayer  (Hymnal, p. 16) 
 
 
  The Offering 

Offertory    The Waters of Life James Biery 
 The voice of God calls us above the waters,  
 The glory of the Son shines on us,  
 The love of the Spirit fills us with life. 

   —Ancient Christian Hymn 
  

*Presentation of Offering  HS No. 81 
 Praise God, the Source of life and birth; 
Praise God, the Word, who came to earth. 
Praise God, the Spirit, holy flame: 
All glory, honor, to God’s name. 

 
*Prayer of Dedication  

Holy God,  
 thank you for giving us a joy for generosity  
 and a genuine love for those who are in need.  
Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts and upon our lives  
 that together we may bring healing and hope to the world.  
In Christ's name we pray. Amen. 
 
 

*Hymn  Take Thou Our Minds, Dear Lord  No. 392 

  
*The Charge and Benediction 

 
*Benediction Response Canto de Esperanza/Song of Hope No. 432 
 (The congregation is invited to join in English the second time through.) 

 
Closing Voluntary   Pasticcio Jean Langlais
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Silent 
Prayer and 
Meditation 

Your hand is upon 
your people,  

O God, 
to guide and protect 

them through the 
ages. 

Keep in your 
service 

those you have 
called and 
anointed, 

that the powers of 
this world may not 

overwhelm us. 
Keep us secure in 

your love that 
we may carry out 

your will 
in the face of all 

adversity.  
Amen. 
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"Did he believe that God wrote stories with only one kind of meaning?  
It seemed to me that a story that had only one kind of meaning  
was not very interesting or worth remembering for too long."  

   —Chaim Potok, Davita's Harp 
 

Preparing to Hear God’s Word 
 

Opening Voluntary       
     Andante sostenuto  Charles-Marie Widor 
 
*Call to Worship       
 God calls old and young, tall and short, insider and outsider. 
      God calls beautiful and plain, beginner and expert, 
       silly and serious. 
 God calls rich and poor, left, right and center, faithful and doubting. 
       God calls into the heart,  
          without regard for appearance or circumstance. 
 God calls.  
          Speak, Lord, for we are listening.  
# 
 
*Hymn Great Is Thy Faithfulness  No. 276 

  *Congregation may stand.     #Latecomers seated. 
Please turn off cell phones during the service. 

 
 


