
  
 Call to Confession 

Every notion we have about power, success, wealth, and achievement,  
God takes and tosses out the window. More importantly, God comes to us,  
to upset our belief that we have to save ourselves. In Jesus, God comes to us, 
removing our sin, our failures, our expectations, so we might have new life.  

 
Confession of Sin  

We confess we are not the people you hope us to be, Advent God.  
The very ones you favor, we too often ignore or ridicule.  
The ones you knock off their pedestals,  
 we admire and emulate.  
We are so focused on having more and more,  
 we risk being sent away empty.  
Forgive us, Mighty God,  
 and look with grace upon us.  
Fill us with your goodness so that  
 we would live securely in your love, act boldly to do your will,  
 and serve faithfully your people. 
 

 Silent Prayers 
 
 Sung Response No. 10 
 Then cleansed be every life from sin; 
 Make straight the way for God within, 
 And let us all our hearts prepare 
 For Christ to come and enter there. 
  
 Assurance of Forgiveness   

Even now—yes, even in this very moment, God comes to us,  
        bringing hope, bringing forgiveness, bringing grace as freely offered gifts to us. 

 May we open our hearts to the God who is with us 
and receive the gifts which have been offered to us.  
Thanks be to God.  Amen. 

 
# 

*Congregational Response   No. 23 
Let the nations shout and sing, glory to their Savior bring; 
All below and all above sing your praise with joy and love. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo; gloria in excelsis Deo. 

   

 
*Sharing of the Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you.      And also with you. 
 

  Announcements for the Church and Community 
 

  A Time for Children and Youth 
 

 
God’s Word to us 

 
   
  Prayer for Illumination 
 
  Old Testament Lesson   Isaiah 9:2-7  (OT pg. 600) 
   
  Anthem Magnificat Ralph Vaughan Williams 
 
  Gospel Lesson   Luke 1:39-56  (NT pg. 53) 

The word of the Lord.      Thanks be to God. 
 
  Sermon   The Gift of New Birth    Lynne Clements 
 
   

Our Response to God 

 
*An Affirmation of Faith   (based on Zephaniah 3:14-20) 

 Sing aloud, all you people! Rejoice with all your heart! 
We believe the Lord is in our midst.  
We shall fear disaster no more. 
The Lord will rejoice over us with gladness and renew us in God’s love.  
The Lord will exult over us with loud singing. 
God will deal with the oppressors and save the lame.  
God will gather the outcast and lift up the lowly.  
God will change our shame into praise and renown in all the earth. 
We believe the Lord our God is in our midst!  

 
 
 
 



 
 
*Hymn  When God Is a Child   HS No. 3 
 
 
  Prayer Concerns and Prayers of the Congregation  
     concluding with the Lord’s Prayer  (Hymnal, p. 16) 
 
 
  The Offering 

Offertory    On this day earth shall ring Gustav Holst 
  
 

*Presentation of Offering  No. 591 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Christ, all people here below; 
Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
Praise Triune God, whom we adore.  Amen. 

 
*Prayer of Dedication  
 

 
*Hymn   Joy to the World!  No. 40 

  
*The Charge and Benediction 

Go in peace, favored ones. The Lord is with you and intends to do great things  
 through you. 
 How can this be? We are ordinary, everyday people. 
Yet you have found favor through God, and the Holy Spirit will come upon you,  
 guide you, and work through you to care for this world and people God loves so much.  
For nothing is impossible with God. 
 Here we are - servants of the Lord. 
 Let it be with us according to God’s word. 

 

 
Closing Voluntary   Der Tag der ist so freudenreich J. S. Bach
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Silent 
Prayer and 
Meditation 

O God  
of Elizabeth  
and Mary, 

you visited your 
servants with 
news of the 

world's 
redemption 

in the coming of 
the Savior. 

Make our hearts 
leap with joy, 
and fill our 

mouths with songs 
of praise, 

that we may 
announce glad 

tidings of peace,
and welcome the 

Christ in our 
midst. 
Amen. 

 
 
 

Charlottesville, Virginia 
Service for the Lord’s Day 

 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

December 24, 2017 – 11 am 
 

Joy is the simplest form of gratitude.  
  —Karl Barth 

Preparing to Hear God’s Word 
 
Prelude       Pastorale – Ballet  Alfred Schnittke 
 
*Hymn  Of God’s Very Heart Begotten  HS No. 7 
 
*Lighting of the Fourth Advent Candle  
 As we light our advent candle in our time of growing hope,  
 we prepare to see the glory of the Lord revealed.  
  We prepare to welcome the promised Savior of the world! 
 Let us – with joy – kindle the light of the Lord. 
  Light of the world, shine in us.  
 
Advent Song  HS No. 6 
  Come, Hope of unity; 
  Make us one body. 
  Come, O Lord Jesus; 
  reconcile all nations.  
 
#    
 

  *Congregation may stand.     #Latecomers seated. 
Please turn off cell phones during the service. 

 
 


