
 Call to Confession 
Sisters and brothers, all people, all who come from north, south, east and west, let us lift 
our hearts in faith to the one who hears all prayers and holds close all those in need.  
Let us pray: 

 
 Confession of Sin      

God of stars and angels, God of sheep and lambs,  
       God of abundance and grace: 
you know us well, better than we know ourselves. 
       You hear us cry, “Gloria!” and “Praise!”  
and you watch us tear things apart with our words and deeds. 
        You hear us say, “Thy will be done” and “Use me, O God,” 
and you watch us do nothing in response to cries for help. 
        You know us, and you love us, and you forgive us. 
Hear us now say, “Help us to change; turn us around, 

make us more loving and courageous and hopeful. 
        Help us to grow.”  

 
 Silent Prayers 
 
 Sung Response No. 10 
 Then cleansed be every life from sin; 
 Make straight the way for God within, 
 And let us all our hearts prepare 
 For Christ to come and enter there. 
 
 Assurance of Forgiveness  

God of Grace, we praise you for our growing edges. We rejoice in being set free,  
we dance along the path that leads us home, we give thanks for the healing we have 
received, and we relax in the knowledge that we are forgiven. God who loves us, 
challenges us, and helps us to grow in unimaginable ways, we give you thanks  
and praise. 

Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
# 

*Congregational Response   No. 23 
Let the nations shout and sing, glory to their Savior bring; 
All below and all above sing your praise with joy and love. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo; gloria in excelsis Deo. 

  
 

*Sharing of the Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you.     And also with you. 
 

  Announcements for the Church and Community  
 
  Receiving New Members in Worship     Elder Jeannie Miller 
 
  A Time for Children and Youth 

 
God’s Word to us 

   
  Prayer for Illumination 
 
  Old Testament Lesson   Isaiah 40:1-11  (OT pg. 627) 
 
  Anthem Drop down, ye heavens, from above Judith Weir 
 
  Old Testament  Lesson  Isaiah 40:27-31   (OT pg. 628) 
 The word of the Lord.      Thanks be to God. 
 
  Sermon  The Gift of Spiritual Growth Ken Henry 
     

Our Response to God 
 
   
*An Advent Affirmation of Faith  

I hear a voice in the wilderness: 
"Prepare the way of the Lord,  
make straight in the desert 
a highway for our God." 

I believe every valley shall be lifted up and  
every mountain and hill be made low; 
I believe the uneven ground shall become level,  
and the rough places a plain.  
I believe the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,  
and all flesh shall see it together. 
I believe that God desires all people 
to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Savior Jesus Christ. 

I believe. 
 I believe. 

 



 
*Hymn  All Hail to God’s Anointed No. 205 
 
  Prayer Concerns and Prayers of the Congregation  
     concluding with the Lord’s Prayer  (Hymnal, p. 16) 
 
 
  The Offering 

Offertory    Jesus Christ the Apple Tree Daniel Pinkham 
Steve Patek and Jonathan Schakel, guitars 

  
*Presentation of Offering  No. 591 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Christ, all people here below; 
Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
Praise Triune God, whom we adore.  Amen. 

 
*Prayer of Dedication  

Thank you, God of Love,  
God of Challenge,  

God of Growth,  
for the Promise of this season.   

May our gifts represent a new spirit of joyous sharing among us,  
  for the sake of all your children everywhere. Amen. 
 

 
*Hymn It Came Upon the Midnight Clear No. 38 

  
*The Charge and Benediction 

 
Closing Voluntary   Noël Etranger  Louis-Claude Daquin
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Silent 
Prayer and 
Meditation 

Dear God,  
we thank you for 
the power of your 
light and that the 
darkness cannot 

overcome it.   
For all who bear 
witness to your 

light, we give you 
thanks.  Help us to 

speak the truth,  
to show acts of 
love, to have 

understanding as 
we relate to others, 

to be kind and 
gracious in our 

homes, and to be 
seekers for justice 

in our society.  
Make us more like 
Jesus, and may his 
light illuminate our 

own darkness.  
Amen. 

 
 

Service for the Lord’s Day 
 

Third Sunday of Advent 
December 17, 2017 

 
“Days are coming when all that is in your house, which your ancestors  

have stored up until this day, will be carried to Babylon.   
Nothing will be left, says the Lord.” 

   —Isaiah 39:6 
 

Preparing to Hear God’s Word 
 
Opening Voluntary   The Holly & the Ivy Herbert Sumsion 
 
*Hymn Prepare the Way No. 13   
 
Lighting of the Second Candle of Advent 
 As we light our Advent candle in this world of injustice and hate, 
 we await the Word, who will lead all nations.  
  We await the One who teaches us. 
 Let us – with openness – kindle the light of the Lord. 
  Light of the world, shine through us. 
 
Advent Song  HS No. 6 
  Come now and set us free, 
  O God our Savior. 
  Come, O Lord Jesus; 
  Reconcile all nations.  
 
 #  

  *Congregation may stand.     #Latecomers seated. 
Please turn off cell phones during the service. 

 


