
 Call to Confession 
 
 Confession of Sin     by Rev. Jill Duffield 

As Advent dawns again, O God, we lament that hateful chants, violence,  
and death have marked our streets.  

Lord, have mercy! 
O God of all Advents, this season we cry, “If only you would tear open the heavens and 
come down!” but too often we forget that your arrival sets the captives free, separates  
the sheep and the goats, and judges those who hoard privilege at the expense of others.  

Lord, have mercy! 
Trusting in the promise that Christ is coming to save sinners, we lay bare before you  
our own failure to work for equality, our capitulation to injustice, and our enjoyment of 
benefits denied others because of their culture or the color of their skin.  

Lord, have mercy! 
Tear open the heavens, O God, dismantle all that destroys our community.  

Come, Lord Jesus! 
Help us to heed John the Baptist’s call to repent, for the Lord is near. Put on our lips,  
and more importantly in our hearts, the question of faith that ripples through the ages, 
“What, then, should we do?”  

Come, Lord Jesus! 
Silence in us any voice but yours, so we will have the ears to hear the answer  
and the courage to do what you command. 

Come, Lord Jesus!  O God of all Advents, make all things new, including us. 
 

 Silent Prayers 
 
 Sung Response No. 10 
 Then cleansed be every life from sin; 
 Make straight the way for God within, 
 And let us all our hearts prepare 
 For Christ to come and enter there. 
 
 Assurance of Forgiveness  
  
# 

*Congregational Response   No. 23 
Let the nations shout and sing, glory to their Savior bring; 
All below and all above sing your praise with joy and love. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo; gloria in excelsis Deo. 

  
 

*Sharing of the Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you.      And also with you. 
 

  Announcements for the Church and Community (11:00) 
 

God’s Word to us 
   
  Prayer for Illumination 
 
  Epistle Lesson 1 Corinthians 1:3-9   (NT pg. 155) 
 
  Gospel Lesson John 15:9-17  (NT pg. 103) 
 
  Meditation The Gift of Love Ken Henry   
   

Our Response to God 

  Welcoming New Members  
The church is a family of people with a variety of gifts, united by the Spirit revealed  
in Jesus of Nazareth.  By this Spirit, we are joined in caring, forgiving, helping and 
loving one another. 
        Thanks be to God. 
The church is the people of God, with a diversity of needs, ideas and visions, inspired  
by the Spirit burning through the words and deeds of Jesus, as told in the Scripture.  
By this Spirit, we are opened to the world and all people as our sisters and brothers. 
        Thanks be to God. 
The Spirit of Christ restores and redeems creation, bringing order out of chaos, unity  
in the midst of disunity, life in the midst of death. 
        Thanks be to God. 

 
Presentation of New Members                        Patty Vandever, Elder 
Questions to New Members and Congregation      
Prayer 

 
Our Response to God  

 
  The Offering 

Offertory     
(8:30)  Prelude on Veni Emmanuel Edward Bairstow 
(11:00)  Lift Up Your Heads  Peter Niedmann 
 

  



*Presentation of Bread and Cup  No. 591 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Christ, all people here below; 
Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
Praise Triune God, whom we adore.  Amen. 
 

 Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
   Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer (Hymnal p. 16) 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
For a sense of longing and expectation, 
 Let us pray to the Lord. 
Holy God, your prophets call us to look forward to the dawn of a new day. . .  
We pray for refreshment in this Advent Season. 

 Let us sing to the Lord. 
 

   Sung Response  O come, O come Emmanuel No. 9 
  And ransom captive Israel,  
  that morns in lonely exile here  
  Until the Son of God appear. 

 
…We pray for your gift of love in this Advent season.  

  Let us sing to the Lord. 
 
   Sung Response  O come, desire of nations, bind No. 9 
 All peoples in one heart and mind; 
 Bid envy, strife and discord cease; 
 Fill the whole world with heaven’s peace. 
 

Breaking of the Bread and Communion of the People 
 Communion Music   Veni Emmanuel James Woodman   

 
*Prayer of Intercession  

*Hymn People, Look East No. 12 
*The Charge and Benediction 

  Closing Voluntary   Savior of the Nations, Come     J. S. Bach 
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Silent 
Prayer and 
Meditation 

To love. To be 
loved. 

To never forget 
your own 

insignificance.   
To never get used 
to the unspeakable 
violence and the 

vulgar disparity of 
life around you. 

To seek joy in the 
saddest places.   

To pursue beauty to 
its lair. 

To never simplify 
what is complicated 
or complicate what 

is simple. 
To respect strength, 

never power. 
Above all, to watch. 

To try and 
understand. 

To never look 
away.   
Amen. 

 
~Arundhati Roy 

 
 
 

Service for the Lord’s Day 
 

First Sunday of Advent 
December 3, 2017 

 

Preparing to Hear God’s Word 

 
Opening Voluntary    Savior of the Nations, Come J. S. Bach 
 
*Hymn Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus No. 1   
 
Lighting of the First Candle of Advent 
 As we light our advent candle in this world of pain and darkness, 
 we seek a sign of the Lord our God.  
  We seek the One who gave Love a name: 
  Emmanuel – God with us. 
 Let us – in love – kindle the light of the Lord. 
  Light of the world, light the way. 
 
Advent Song (8:30)  HS No. 6 
  Come now, O prince of peace: 
  Make us one body. 
  Come, O Lord Jesus; 
  reconcile your people.  
 
Anthem (11:00)   
   Come Now, Savior of the Nations Michael Burkhardt   
    
#  

  *Congregation may stand.     #Latecomers seated. 
Please turn off cell phones during the service. 

 


