
 Call to Confession 
 
 Confession of Sin  

Holy One, why is it that we can grow so weary of doing what is right,  
 yet always energetically do that which we know is harmful to us and others?  
We sow seeds of hurt and anger, and wonder why we harvest so much bitterness.   
We spend too much time comparing ourselves to those around us,  
 and too few moments following Christ's example. 
Healing God, open our hearts and minds to your mercy.   
Restore our energy for justice and our vision for speaking the truth in love.   
Reach out and heal us with your forgiveness.   
Free us from our chains. Grant us your grace. 

 
 Silent Prayers 
 
 Sung Response  No. 572
 Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 Christ, have mercy upon us. 
 Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
 Assurance of Forgiveness   

Hear the good news from Galatians 5:1: "For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, 
therefore, and do not submit again to the yoke of slavery."  
 For freedom Christ has set us free. 
Free from our guilt, free from mistakes of the past, free from the emotional and spiritual 
burdens we carry, free from the sin that so easily entangles us. 
 For freedom Christ has set us free. 
Brothers and sisters, in the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 

For freedom Christ has set us free.  Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
# 

*Congregational Response    HS No. 576  

 

*Sharing of the Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you.      And also with you. 
 

  Announcements for the Church and Community (11:00) 
 

  A Time for Children and Youth (11:00) 
 

God’s Word to us 
   
  Prayer for Illumination 
 
  Old Testament  Lesson Psalm 42   (OT pg. 487) 
 
  Anthem (11:00) Teach Me Your Way Timothy Shaw 
 Paul Schakel, violin 
 
  Gospel Lesson Galatians 2:19-21, 3:25-29 (NT pg. 177) 

The word of the Lord.      Thanks be to God. 
 
  Sermon  The Grace that Changes Us Ken Henry 
  
 Our Response to God 
 
*An Affirmation of Faith   

I believe it is a matter of faith  
 to stand up for those who cannot stand up for themselves. 
I believe it is a matter of faith  
 to recognize equally and love all members of God's human family  
 whatever their race, creed, color, gender,  
 gender identity, marital status, physical or mental capacity.  
I believe Jesus Christ came to us to free all people from sin and make disciples. 
I believe the Holy Spirit is that power within us that gives us the courage  
 and stamina to face the truth and to live it, even to die for it, as Jesus did.  
I believe in the resurrection, God's victory over death,  
 and the truth that is life for all in Jesus' name. 
Glory be to God, the One in Three: Creator, Savior, and Holy power of love.  
Amen. 
              —by Diane E. Wendorf 

 
 
 



 
 

*Hymn (11:00)  Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life No. 408  
 
  Prayer Concerns and Prayers of the Congregation  
     concluding with the Lord’s Prayer  (Hymnal, p. 16) 
 
 
  The Offering 

Offertory     
8:30  Aria tertia Johann Pachelbel 
11:00   I Will Rejoice    G. F. Telemann 

  arr. Dave & Jean Perry 
 
  

*Presentation of Offering  No. 591 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Christ, all people here below; 
Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
Praise Triune God, whom we adore.  Amen. 

 
 
*Prayer of Dedication  

 
 

*Hymn Guide My Feet No. 354  

 Town Hall Meeting  (11:00) 

  
*The Charge and Benediction 

 
Closing Voluntary   Tocata in F Major    Dieterich Buxtehude
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Silent 
Prayer and 
Meditation 

My Dear God,  
I am impressed with 
how much I have to 
be thankful for in a 
material sense; and 
in a spiritual sense, 

I have the 
opportunity of 

being even more 
fortunate. But it 

seems apparent to 
me that I am not 
translating this 
opportunity into 

fact.  
You say, dear God, 
to ask for grace and 

it will be given.  
I ask for it. I realize 
that there is more 

to it than that–that I 
have to behave like 

I want it. 
Amen. 

 
 Flannery O’Connor 

 
 

Service for the Lord’s Day 
 

Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
November 12, 2017 

 
"All human nature vigorously resists grace because grace changes us  

and change is painful." 
   Flannery O’Connor 

 

Preparing to Hear God’s Word 
Opening Voluntary       Ciacona Johann Pachelbel 
 
*Call to Worship   (based on Gal. 4:26-29; 2 Cor. 5:17)    
 In Christ, we discover our new identity. 
  In Christ, we are all children of God. 
 In Christ, we are neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free,  
 male nor female.  
  In Christ, we are all children of God. 
 In Christ, we see and experience God's grace and favor toward all 
 people. Rejoice! Our God does not show partiality. 
  In Christ, we are all children of God. 
 If anyone is in Christ, he or she is a new creation. Behold, 
 everything old has passed away. Everything has become new. 
  In Christ, we are all children of God. 
 Let us give thanks for God's inclusive love. 
  In Christ, we are all children of God. 
# 
*Hymn   God of Grace and God of Glory  No. 420 

  *Congregation may stand.     #Latecomers seated. 
Please turn off cell phones during the service. 

 


