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Why Pledge? 
Pledging and giving are matters of spiritual discipline.  When we 
pledge, we say, “Yes Lord, I will do this.”  Our pledge is a 
commitment to follow through, “Yes Lord, I do make this offering.”  
With faithful stewardship, we truly receive much more than we give.  
As each of us gives, we reap the benefits of generosity and faith, and 
life in the beloved community.   

How much should I give? 
How much to give is a decision for you and your household to make 
upon faithful reflection.  The process of discerning how we are 
called to serve is an opportunity to encounter and deepen our 
relationship with God. 

A few things you might consider: 

 Tithing is a biblical practice of giving 10% of one’s income to 
charity 

 On average, Americans give about 4% of their income to charity 
each year1. 

 Charitable Americans with the lowest income give the largest 
percentage – close to the biblical tithe1. 

 Westminster is blessed to have very generous members, and we 
each need to contribute what we can in order to sustain our 
vibrant congregation.  

If every member increases their pledge by 3%, we can meet our 
2018 pledge goal. 

Please mail your pledge card or  
bring it to Church on  
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Galatians 
5:13-14 

13	For you were called to 
freedom, brothers and sisters; only do 

not use your freedom as an opportunity for 
self-indulgence, but through love become 
slaves to one another. 14	For the whole law is 
summed up in a single commandment, “You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.”

Pledge Dedication Sunday
November 5, 2017 



OUR 2018 NEEDS BUDGET  
Each year, our Session develops a “Needs Budget” projecting the 
expenditures needed to support our mission, sustain our staff, and 
maintain our buildings and grounds.  Our annual budget is either 
expanded or reduced based on the pledges you make. 

 

If every member increases their pledge by  
3%, we can meet 

Our 2018 Pledge Goal of $950,000 

BECAUSE YOU PLEDGE . . .  
 Our Pastors are sustained to preach the Word of God, minister 

to the sick and grieving, perform the sacraments, and provide 
courageous witness to love in the face of hate.   

 Our Staff are fairly compensated for their vital services to our 
congregation. 

 Our Children receive loving instruction with a new Sunday 
School curriculum. 

 Our Youth have life-changing opportunities for pilgrimage and 
service in mission. 

 Our Adults are engaged and stimulated to grow in faith through 
lectures and discussions. 

 Our Families are supported through loving nursery care and 
special fellowship activities.  

 Our University Students are served by you with holy 
hospitality and social witness. 

 Our Sanctuary is a welcoming worship space with hand-sewn 
hangings, and a new baptismal font emphasizing our promises to 
God.  

 Our Music is enhanced by a custom made Taylor & Boody 
organ expertly played by our Organist, while our Director of 
Fine Arts conducts three different choirs for worship and 
oversees special programs including a multigenerational summer 
musical. 

 Our Congregation can find one another through our updated 
membership directory. 

 Our Church Buildings serve dozens of community groups, a 
child care center, and a non-profit incubator, as well as housing 
our fellowship and education programs. 

 Our Grounds offer peaceful retreats with native plants and a 
Memorial Garden. 

 Our Benevolence Committee financially supports nearly 30 
different groups that serve the poor and marginalized in our 
community and abroad. 

Salaries and Expenses $716,645 
Mission & Benevolences 190,715
Worship & Music 18,475
Pastoral Care & 
Fellowship 6,800

Christian Education 22,425
Administration 141,800
Insurance and Misc. 16,025
Total: 1,112,885
Revenues
Non-Pledge $162,900 
Pledge 950,000
Total: $1,112,900 

Expenses

Sustained by grace,  
we are called to serve Christ, share God’s love, and 

work for justice in a complex world. 


