
  
 Call to Confession 

Through our prayers of confession, both spoken and silent, we acknowledge the broken 
parts of our lives: our faults, our failures, our impatience, and our inability to place our 
whole trust in the God who made us. And so in humility, let us turn to God in prayer. 

 
 Confession of Sin  

God-Who-Brings-Life-Out-Of-Death, we confess our lack of patience. 
We confess that the last thing on earth we want to do is wait.  
We want to act now.  We demand results. 
We want to fix systems of injustice and inequality yesterday.  
When we check our email in the morning,  
 we want to see the answer to life’s deepest struggles by day’s end.  
We confess that sometimes, out of an impatient spirit, 
 we do and say things out of exasperation, anger, and exhaustion.  
And this only serves to wound or put distance between us and those around us. 
Remind us of the wisdom of letting go.  
Remind us that you are a God who transforms water into wine, 
 despair into hope, bitterness into sweetness, death into life. 
O God, we desire to taste the goodness of the Lord.  
Teach us the value of waiting. 
 

Silent Prayers 
 
Sung Response   
   Russian Orthodox Chant 

 
 

 
 
Assurance of Forgiveness   based on Romans 8 

“Who will separate us from the love of Christ?  Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, 
 or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? No, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God.” 
Friends, believe the good news of the gospel: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.  

                  Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
 

# 
 
*Congregational Response    HS No. 84  

Through north and south and east and west  
may God’s immortal name be blessed: Alleluia, alleluia! 
Till everywhere beneath the sun, God’s reign begins; God’s will is done: 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
*Sharing of the Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you.      And also with you. 
 

  Announcements for the Church and Community 
   
A Time for Children and Youth (11:00) 
 

God’s Word to us 
   
  Prayer for Illumination 
 
  Old Testament Lesson  Psalm 34:1-8 (OT pg. 480) 
 
Anthem (11:00) God of Many Names  Dolores Hruby 
 

  Gospel Lesson John 12: 20-26 (NT pg. 100) 
The word of the Lord.      Thanks be to God. 

 
  Sermon  Life out of Death Ken Henry 
  
 
 
 



 Our Response to God 
*An Affirmation of Faith                                           From the 2010 Book of Order, G-3.0102 

God was incarnate in Jesus Christ,  
who announced good news to the poor,  
proclaimed release for prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind,  
let the broken victims go free and proclaimed the year of the Lord’s favor.  
Jesus came to seek and to save the lost;  
in his life and death for others  
God’s redeeming love for all people was made visible;  
and in the resurrection of Jesus Christ  
there is the assurance of God’s victory over sin and death  
and the promise of God’s continuing presence in the world. 

   
*Hymn (11:00)  Christ, You Are the Fullness No. 346 
      The choir will sing verse one; the congregation is invited to join for verses 2 and 3. 
 
  Prayer Concerns and Prayers of the Congregation  
     concluding with the Lord’s Prayer  (Hymnal, p. 16) 
 
  The Offering 

Offertory    
 (8:30) Badinerie J. S. Bach 
   (11:00)    Lord, Make Me an Instrument of Thy Peace John Rutter 

  
*Presentation of Offering  No. 591 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Christ, all people here below; 
Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
Praise Triune God, whom we adore.  Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication  
 
*Hymn O Holy Spirit, by Whose Breath HS No. 24 
 
Town Hall Meeting (8:30) 
 
 *Charge and Benediction (based on Ephesians 3:20-21) 

Now to God who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly 
far more than all we can ask or imagine, to God be glory in the church and in  
Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever.  Amen. 

  Closing Voluntary   Come Holy Spirit, Our Souls Inspire J. S. Bach 
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Silent 
Prayer and 
Meditation 

Lord, we gather 
together this day as 

openly and as 
honestly as we are 

presently able. 
Bless us with your 
refreshing Spirit 

which hovers over 
the face of the 

waters of our lives. 
Bring forth new 

life, even in death, 
even in the empty 

places of our 
hearts. We gather 
in the presence of 

the One who makes 
all things possible.  

Amen. 
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“The kingdom of heaven is like yeast, which a woman took and hid in a bushel of 
wheat flour until the yeast had worked its way through all the dough.” 

 Matthew 13:33 
 

Preparing to Hear God’s Word 
Opening Voluntary    Vater unser im Himmelreich    Georg Böhm 
 
*Call to Worship         
 And Jesus told them this parable: 
  “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast 
 Which a woman takes and mixes with wheat flour 
  Until the yeast has worked its way through all the dough.” 
 Then God kneads the dough with the heel of God’s hand 
  Until the dough is shaped and molded into a loaf of bread. 
 O Lord, like the yeast which causes the bread to rise, 
  Like the hands that lovingly knead the dough, 
 Shape, mold, and help us to rise to the challenges of this day,  
  For we are one loaf. 
 We are one body; 
   We are the Body of Christ. 
# 

 *Hymn All Things Bright and Beautiful  No. 267  
 

  *Congregation may stand.     #Latecomers seated. 
Please turn off cell phones during the service. 

 
 


