
  A Prayer for Leaders   (based on Psalm 72) 
O God, may our leaders lead with justice and defend the needs of the poor. 

Grant them courage and wisdom. 
May they have mercy on the weak  
and save God’s children from violence and oppression. 

Grant them courage and wisdom. 
May they be blessed with gifts that guide 
their decision-making. 

Grant them courage and wisdom. 
May they find time for sabbath and in so doing 
be renewed and refreshed to lead boldly. 

Grant them courage and wisdom. 
O God, bless our leaders so that they will  
dare us to live our lives with integrity and grace. 

O God, listen to our prayers for leaders 
in every time and place.  

May our leaders be like rain that falls on mown grass. 
 May they be like showers of water upon the earth. 
In our time may righteousness, and peace abound. 

 
 Silent Prayers 
 
 Sung Response  HS No. 68 

You are the Lord, giver of mercy! 
You are the Christ, giver of mercy! 
You are the Lord, giver of mercy! 

 
Assurance of Forgiveness   

The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting. God’s mercy in Christ Jesus  
is for followers and leaders alike. May the God of mercy who forgives you all your  
sins, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. 
         Amen. 

# 

*Congregational Response    HS No. 22  
All glory be to God on high, and peace on earth from heaven, 
And God’s good will unfailingly be to all people given. 
We bless, we worship You, we raise  
For Your great glory thanks and praise,  
O God, the great Creator. 
 
  

*Sharing of the Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you.      And also with you. 
 

  Announcements for the Church and Community 
 

  A Time for Children and Youth (11:00) 
 

God’s Word to us 
   
  Prayer for Illumination 
 
  Epistle Lesson Romans 13:8-14  (NT pg. 152) 
 
  Anthem (11:00) Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether Harold Friedell 
 
  Gospel Lesson Matthew 18:15-20 (NT pg. 19) 

The word of the Lord.      Thanks be to God. 
 
  Sermon  You Are the Ring Around My Finger Ken Henry  
   

Our Response to God 

*Leadership Litany   
Leaders go deep . . .  

plumbing the depths of faith in God and God’s people; 
setting the church’s story and individual stories  
within God’s story of grace, redemption, justice, and mercy. 

Leaders stretch wide. . . 
reaching beyond comfort zones; 
bumping into and embracing the complex and wondrous dimensions 
of all of God’s people; 

Leaders ask questions . . .  
 Why do we do what we do? 
 Where is God in our midst? 
 What’s out there? 
Leaders let go . . . 
 giving up the need to control; 
 sharing power; 
 risking failure. 
Leaders lift up others. . .  
 encouraging and empowering; 
 mentoring and serving alongside; 

 equipping people to find the joy of their work in the world. 
 



Leaders come in many shapes and sizes. . .  
coaches, midwives, storytellers, entrepreneurs,  
critical thinkers, wave riders- 
          We give thanks for those who lead us. 

 
  Question to Leaders (11:00) 
  Question to the Congregation 
  Commissioning Prayer 
 
  Prayer Concerns and Prayers of the Congregation  
     concluding with the Lord’s Prayer  (Hymnal, p. 16) 
 
  The Offering 

Offertory  (8:30) Canzona Franz Tunder 
 (11:00) Love Your Neighbor Michael Helman  
  

  
*Presentation of Offering  No. 591 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Christ, all people here below; 
Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
Praise Triune God, whom we adore.  Amen. 

 
*Prayer of Dedication  

 
*Hymn The Servant Song HS No. 65 
  
  Town Hall Meeting (8:30) 
 
 *Benediction  (based on Ephesians 3:20-21) 

Now to God who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly 
far more than all we can ask or imagine, to God be glory in the church and in  
Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 Closing Voluntary   Praeludium in F Major Franz Tunder
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Silent 
Prayer and 
Meditation 

Did I offer peace 
today? 

Did I bring a smile 
to someone’s face? 
Did I say words of 

healing? 
Did I let go of my 

anger and 
resentment? 

Did I forgive? 
Did I love? 

These are the real 
questions.  I must 
trust that the little 
bit of love that I 

sow now will bear 
many fruits, here in 
this world and the 

life to come.   
Amen. 

 
Henri Nowen 
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“A leader is best when people barely know she exists, 
when her work is done, her aim fulfilled, they will say:  

we did it ourselves.” 
  —Lao Tzu 

Preparing to Hear God’s Word 
Opening Voluntary       Toccata in G Heinrich Scheidemann 
 
*Call to Worship       
 There are varieties of gifts, but it is the same Spirit who gives them. 
  There are different ways of serving God, 
  but it is the same Lord who is served. 
 God works through each person in a unique way, 
 but it is God’s purpose that is accomplished. 
  To each is given a gift of the Spirit  
  to be used for the common good. 
 Together we are the body of Christ, 
 and individually members of it. 
 Come.  Let us worship God. 
 
#    
*Hymn O God of Earth and Space  No. 274 

  *Congregation may stand.     #Latecomers seated. 
Please turn off cell phones during the service. 

 


