
  
 Call to Confession 
 
 Confession of Sin  

Creator God,  
 we know that your love is the foundation of creation and all life. 
We know that in your love for us, you made us in your image. 
You ask us to love you, ourselves, our neighbors and the earth. 
Yet we also know that we do not always love,  
 especially in our attitudes toward earth.  
We waste water and paper and food.  
We cut down forests and pollute the air.  
We want more than we need and we take more than our share.  
We turn our faces away from our neighbors who are poor,  
 who are hungry or thirsty.  
We harm the living creatures entrusted to our care.  
Loving God, forgive us.  
Help us to show—more actively—our love for our earth,  
 your earth, your precious creation. 

 
 Silent Prayers 
 
 Sung Response HS No. 68 

You are the Lord, giver of mercy! 
You are the Christ, giver of mercy! 
You are the Lord, giver of mercy! 

 
 Assurance of Forgiveness   

Friends, hear this good news: Who is in a position to condemn? Only Christ,  
and Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in power for us,  
Christ prays for us. Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old life has gone;  
a new life has begun. Know that you are forgiven and be at peace.  
 Thanks be to God! Amen. 
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*Congregational Response    HS No. 22  
All glory be to God on high, and peace on earth from heaven, 
And God’s good will unfailingly be to all people given. 
We bless, we worship You, we raise  
For Your great glory thanks and praise,  
O God, the great Creator. 
   

*Sharing of the Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you.      And also with you. 

 
 

God’s Word to us 
   
 
  Prayer for Illumination 
 
  The Old Testament Lesson           Genesis 1 – 2:1 (OT pg. 1) 
 
  Musical Offering  In the Image   Mark Burrows 

(The congregation is invited to join the final song:  please see insert.) 
   
   

Our Response to God 
 
*Affirmation of Faith 

God has created the world of space and time … 
In its beauty and vastness … the world reflects to the eye of faith  
 the majesty and mystery of its Creator. 
God has created human beings for a personal relation with God  
 that they may respond to the love of the Creator.  
God endowed human beings with capacities to make the world serve their needs  
 and to enjoy its good things.  
Life is a gift to be received with gratitude and a task to be pursued with courage.  
[We] are free to seek life within the purpose of God:  
 to develop and protect the resources of nature for the common welfare,  
  to work for justice and peace in society,  
 and in other ways to use our creative powers for the fulfillment of human life. 

 —from the Confession of 1967 (Inclusive Language Version) 
 



 

 Prayers of the Congregation  
     concluding with the Lord’s Prayer  (Hymnal, p. 16) 

 
 The Offering 

Offertory                            The Heart-Song of God (Reprise) Mark Burrows
   

  
*Presentation of Offering  No. 591 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Christ, all people here below; 
Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
Praise Triune God, whom we adore.  Amen. 

 
*Prayer of Dedication 
 
 
*Hymn  God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens No. 268 

  
*The Charge and Benediction 

 
Closing Voluntary   Joy I Ad Wammes
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Silent 
Prayer 

and 
Meditation 

God of Heaven 
and Earth,  

we gather in the 
name of Jesus to 
hear your holy 
Word and to be 

immersed in 
your Spirit. 

Speak to us with 
grace and truth 

and pour out 
your love on us 
so that we may 
know the joyous 
wonder of being 

made in your 
image.  

   
Amen. 

 
 
 

Charlottesville, Virginia 
Service for the Lord’s Day 

 
 Fifteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 July 16, 2017 

Preparing to Hear God’s Word 
 

Opening Voluntary       Les Cloches I           Ad Wammes 
 
Welcome 
 
*Call to Worship      
 For the beauty of the morning sun, 
  we thank you, God. 
 For the flowers that bloom in a rainbow of colors, 
  we thank you, God. 
 For birds and fish and all the animals, 
  we thank you, God. 
 For the lakes and rivers and oceans, 
  we thank you, God. 
 For the stars in the sky and the vastness of space, 
  we thank you, God. 
 For all people who are created in your image, 
  we thank you, God. 
# 
*Hymn I Sing the Mighty Power of God   No. 288 

  *Congregation may stand.     #Latecomers seated. 
Please turn off cell phones during the service. 

 


