
Call to Care for God’s Creation 
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.  In the beginning God said,  
“Let there be light.”  God called the light Day and the darkness, God called Night.   
And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.  Come let us join together  
in lifting our healing prayers for the sake of God’s Creation.  

 
Litany for Healing the Earth 
 To bring new life to the land 
 To restore the waters 
 To refresh the air 
  We join with the earth and with each other. 
 To renew the forests 
 To care for the plants 
 To protect the creatures 
   We join with the earth and with each other. 
 To celebrate the seas 
 To rejoice in the sunlight 
 To sing the song of the stars 
  We join with the earth and with each other. 
 To recall our destiny 
 To renew our spirits 
 To reinvigorate our bodies 
  We join with the earth and with each other. 
 To recreate the human community 
 To promote justice and peace 
 To remember our children 

We join together as diverse expressions of one loving mystery:  
for the healing of the earth and the renewal of all life. 

 
Silent Prayers 
 
Sung Response    No. 572 
 Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 Christ, have mercy upon us. 
 Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
 Prayer for Creation            

Holy God, mighty, immortal, you alone make all things new.  All things—sun, moon and 
shining stars; and singing birds, Blue Ridge Mountains, and all peoples—all things 
praise your glory.  Fill us with wonder at your great love for creation, and deepen our 
determination to serve this praise-filled earth. 
 Thanks be to God.  Amen. 

# 

*Sung Response    Tune:  Easter Hymn  
Hymns of praise now let us sing; Al-le-lu-ia! 
Unto Christ our heavenly King, Al-le-lu-ia! 
Who endured the cross and grave, Al-le-lu-ia! 
Sinners to redeem and save.  Al-le-lu-ia! 

 
*Sharing of the Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you.    And also with you. 
 
  Announcements for the Church and Community 
 
  A Time with Children and Youth 
 

God’s Word to us 

   
  Prayer for Illumination 
 
  The Epistle Lesson Romans 8:18-25 
 
  Anthem Christ Hath a Garden arr. Gerald Near 
 
  The Old Testament Lesson Psalm 19:1-6, 14 
  
 
  The Sermon  Glory Is What God Looks Like Ken Henry   
   

Our Response to God 

*Blessing of Solar Panels  8:30 – Peter Gates 
  11:00 Polly Cushman 

We call upon the moon and the stars and the sun, which govern the rhythms and seasons of 
our lives and remind us that we are part of a great and wondrous universe, and we ask: 
 Teach us, O God, and show us the way. 
We acknowledge the current of electricity binding us to a grid of energy flowing above our 
heads, through our walls, and weaving throughout our lives, and we pray:  
 Connect us, O God, and show us the way.  
We are part of the cosmos, within us, around us. God’s prevailing love shines in all 
people. Help us to serve one another with compassion and humility, and we pray:  
 Heal us, O God, and show us the way.  
We live by the sun.  We move with the stars. Bless these panels as they provide energy for 
the church and inspiration in the community.  



   
 
Prayer 

Creator God, we thank you for these solar panels, for the people who designed  
and installed them, for the power they provide and for the congregation they serve. 
Bless us with vision and energy for change as we care for the earth and for each 
other.  In the name of the Creator, the source of light; in the name of Christ, the  
light of the world, who on Easter morning rose with the dawn; and in the name  
of the Spirit, who dances with the sun.  Amen. 

 
*Hymn (11:00) I Sing the Mighty Power of God No. 288 
 
 Prayer Concerns and Prayers of the Congregation  
     concluding with the Lord’s Prayer  (Hymnal, p. 16) 
 
 
  The Offering 

Offertory   (8:30) Courante Georg Böhm 
(11:00) Rejoice together ev’ry one Barrie Cabena 

 
                    

*Presentation of Offering  No. 591 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Christ, all people here below; 
Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
Praise Triune God, whom we adore.  Amen. 

 
*Prayer of Dedication  

 
*Hymn God, You Fill the World with Beauty HS No. 30  

  
*The Charge and Benediction 

 
Closing Voluntary   Postlude Bryan Kelly
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Westminster Presbyterian Church 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Silent 
Prayer and 
Meditation 

Christ calls us to be 
disciples, to serve 

with love and 
compassion, to 
serve earth by 

caring for creation.  
May the risen 
Christ, whose 

presence is 
proclaimed with the 
dawn, fill you with 
hope and peace. 

Amen. 
 
 
 

Charlottesville, Virginia 
Service for the Lord’s Day 

 
Earth Day Celebration 

April 23, 2017  
 

“i thank You God for most this amazing day…for everything 
which is natural which is infinite which is yes.” 

  e. e. cummings 

Preparing to Hear God’s Word 

 
Opening Voluntary       Suite in F major Georg Böhm 
 Allemande, Sarabande, Double 
    
*Call to Worship       
 O sing to the Lord a new song; 
  Sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
 Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; 
  Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 
 Let the countryside and everything in it celebrate! 
  Let the trees of the forest shout out joyfully!   
 O sing to the Lord a new song! 

 
# 
    
*Hymn For the Beauty of the Earth  No. 473 

  *Congregation may stand.     #Latecomers seated. 
Please turn off cell phones during the service. 

 


