
Call to Confession 
  

Confession of Sin  
O God, our great shepherd, 
 you tenderly gather us as lambs, 
 carrying us with your all-embracing love. 
Yet, like sheep, we wander from you: 
 following our own ways, ignoring your voice, 
 distrusting your provisions. 
Forgive our stubborn rebellion,  
 our hardened hearts, our lack of trust. 
Refresh us once again by your quiet waters of mercy 
 and restore our souls by your redeeming love. 
Guide our paths, that we might follow you more closely. 
  

Silent Prayers  
 
Sung Response  HS No. 70 

Kyrie eleison.  (4x) 
Christe eleison.  (4x) 
Kyrie eleison.  (4x) 

(translation:  Lord, have mercy.  Christ have mercy.) 
 

  Assurance of Forgiveness   
What then are we to say? Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound?  
By no means! How can we who died to sin go on living in it? Do you not know that all  
of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore  
we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised  
from the dead by the glory of God, so we too might walk in newness of life.  
(Romans 6:1-4)  
 In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Thanks be to God!   

# 
*Congregational Response   No. 83 

All glory to our Lord and God  
For love so deep, so high, so broad: 
The Trinity whom we adore  
Forever and forevermore. 

*Sharing of the Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you.    And also with you. 
 

 
  Welcome and Announcements for the Church and Community 
 
  A Time for Children and Youth 

  
God’s Word to us 

 
  Prayer for Illumination 

God of call, God of transformation, God of the Lenten journey, help us to discern your 
still, small voice.  Open us to change and growth, that we may walk with Christ. 
In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
  Old Testament Lesson Deuteronomy 30:15-20 (OT pg. 179) 
 
  Psalter Psalm 119:1-18 (OT pg. 535) 
  
  Gospel Lesson Luke 1:26-38 (NT pg. 53) 

   
  Musical Offering Wer nur denlieben Gott läβt walten Felix Mendelssohn 
 (If Thou but Trust in God to Guide Thee) 
 
  Our Response to God 

*An Affirmation of Faith   
What shall we do? 
 We shall love the Lord our God with all our hearts, minds, and souls. 

We shall follow the teachings of Jesus and listen to him. 
We shall put our trust in God’s Holy Spirit. 
We shall walk by faith and not by sight. 
We shall pray without ceasing. 

 We shall seek to unmask idolatries in church and culture. 
 We shall welcome the prodigal home. 
What shall we do? 

We shall love our neighbors as we love ourselves. 
We shall respect the wisdom of our elders. 
We shall protect the lives and the reputations of those around us. 
We shall cherish the relationships entrusted to us. 
We shall not take what is not ours. 
We shall learn the value of enough. 
We shall work for justice and feed the hungry. 
 



 
What shall we do? 

With believers in every time and place, we shall rejoice that nothing in life  
or in death will separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus  
our Lord. Amen.  
 

 *Hymn  (11:00) O God of Earth and Space No. 274 
 
 Prayer Concerns and Prayers of the Congregation  
 concluding with the Lord’s Prayer  (Hymnal, p. 16) 
 
  The Offering 

Offertory    Verleih uns Frieden Felix Mendelssohn 
  (Grant Us Peace) 
  

*Presentation of Offering  HS No. 52 
Lord, whose love in humble service bore the weight of human need, 
Who upon the cross, forsaken, worked your mercy’s perfect deed: 
We, your servants, bring the worship, not of voice alone, but heart; 
Consecrating to your purpose every gift which you impart. 

 
*Prayer of Dedication  

Ever-present God, with this offering we present ourselves, 
 all that we have been,  
 all that we are,  
 all that we shall become, 
 and our resolve to trust you and to walk in your way. 
Accept us and our offerings, we pray, for Jesus’ sake. Amen 

 
*Hymn  God of Compassion, in Mercy Befriend Us No. 261 
 

[During the hymn, the congregation is invited to respond by bringing forward 
  our Presbytery Hunger Offering for hunger relief work.] 
 
*The Charge and Benediction 
 

Closing Voluntary   Fugue in D minor Felix Mendelssohn 
 
 During the season of Lent, 
the congregation will be seated during the Closing Music for a short period of meditation. 
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Silent 
Prayer and 
Meditation 

Dear God,  
silence all voices 
within our minds 

but your own.   
Help us to seek and 

be able to follow 
your will.  May our 
prayers be joined 
with those of our 

sisters and brothers 
in the faith, that 
together we may 

glorify your name 
and enjoy your 

fellowship forever.  
In Jesus’ name.  

Amen. 
 
 
 

Service for the Lord’s Day 
 

Fourth Sunday of Lent 
March 26, 2017  

 
Preparing to Hear God’s Word 

Opening Voluntary   String Quartet in E-flat Fanny Mendelssohn 
 Adagio ma non troppo  
    
*Call to Worship       

What shall we do?  
 We shall mount up on eagles’ wings.  
What shall we do? 

We shall run and not be weary.  
What shall we do? 

We shall walk and not faint. 
What shall we say? 
 Say to this mountain, 
 “Be taken up and thrown into the sea,” 

 . . . and it will be done for you. 
What shall we say? 
 Let the weak say “I am strong.” 
What shall we sing? 
 Sing to the Lord all the earth. Break forth into joyous song. 
 Let us worship God.  

# 
   
*Hymn I Sing the Mighty Power of God No. 288 

  *Congregation may stand.     #Latecomers seated. 
Please turn off cell phones during the service. 

 
 


