
 Call to Confession 
This week, we have wandered up many switchbacks.  We have strained and struggled to 
walk the path and to stay on the trail.  We see the summit in sight, but it seems so far away.  
And yet, in this moment, we take a breath and clear a space to meet with you. Hear now 
our prayers of confession, said aloud and in the silence of our hearts. 

 
 Litany of Sin (congregation seated) 

Devouring Fire, Cloud of God’s Presence, Eternal Brightness, 
 We grow weary of climbing mountains. 

You gave your Word to Moses, high above on Sinai.  
 We grow weary of climbing mountains. 
You sent your prophets to proclaim the truth.  
You sent Jesus to show us the way. 

 We grow weary of climbing mountains. 
You call upon us to keep climbing and keep the faith, but . . .  
 We grow weary of climbing mountains. 
O Lord, we grow weary of waiting for your justice.  

 We grow weary of climbing mountains. 
You tell us that your yoke is easy and your burden is light, and still . . . 
 We grow weary of climbing mountains. 
O God of the mountains, God of high places, 
God of hills and valleys, we need your strength and power. 
 We grow weary of climbing mountains. 
Grant us your grace. Offer us your forgiveness. Help us to climb mountains. 

 
  Silent Prayer  

  Sung Response   HS No. 68  
You are the Lord, giver of mercy! 

 You are the Christ, giver of mercy! 
 You are the Lord, giver of mercy! 
  Assurance of Forgiveness   

To those who climb mountains, 
     hear the words of the Prophet Isaiah:  

“For you shall go out in joy, 
     and be led back in peace; 
the mountains and the hills before you 
    shall burst into song, 
    and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.” 

      In the name Jesus Christ, we are forgiven 
  Thanks be to God! 
  

# 

 

 
*Congregational Response    HS No. 84 

Through north and south and east and west 
 may God’s immortal name be blessed: 
 Alleluia, alleluia! 
 Till everywhere beneath the sun, 
 God’s reign begins; God’s will is done: 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
   
*Sharing of the Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you.    And also with you. 

 
  Announcements for the Church and Community 

 
  The Rite 13 Liturgy  (11:00)                                             see insert 
 

 
God’s Word to us 

   
 
  Prayer for Illumination 

  
  The Old Testament Lesson Exodus 24:12-18 (OT pg. 68) 

 
  Anthem Eternal Light, Shine in My Heart David Ashley White
 (text may be found at No. 340 in the hymnal) 
  

  The Gospel Lesson Mark 9:2-8 (NT pg. 41)
  

  The Sermon  Missing the Mountain Top Ken Henry 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   



Our Response to God 
*An Affirmation of Faith  (in unison) 

In life and in death we belong to God. 
Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, 
 we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, 
 whom alone we worship and serve.   
We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. 
Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: 
 preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives, 
 teaching by word and deed and blessing the children, 
 healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, 

 eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners, 
 and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. 

 In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit,   
 we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, 
 even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, 
 praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”                         —from A Brief Statement of Faith 

 
*Hymn (11:00) Lord, When I Came Into This Life No. 522 
 
 Prayer Concerns and Prayers of the Congregation  
     concluding with the Lord’s Prayer  (Hymnal, p. 16) 
 
  The Offering 

Offertory   (8:30) Was mein Gott will, gescheh allzeit Johann Kindermann 
(11:00) Lord, I Want to Be a Christian African-American spiritual 
 (text may be found at No. 372 in the hymnal)  arr. Moses Hogan 

 
*Presentation of Offering HS No. 81 

Praise God, the Source of life and birth; 
Praise God, the Word, who came to earth; 
Praise God, the Spirit, holy flame: 
All glory, honor to God’s name. 

*Prayer of Dedication 
 

*Hymn O Wondrous Sight, O Vision Fair No. 75 
  (vs. 1-2, 4-5) 

*The Charge and Benediction 

Closing Voluntary   Wer nur den lieben Gott lässt walten J. S. Bach 
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Silent 
Prayer and 
Meditation 

O Lord, hear our 
prayer.  Your way 
is so easy when we 
are standing on the 

mountaintop.  
There, at a distance 
from the rest of the 

world, we feel 
forgiven, loved, 

reassured.  We are 
so tempted to 

remain with you.  
But you send us 

with your blessing 
and your mission 

back to those places 
from which we 
came.  Be our 
vision, O God!  
Help us to see. 

Amen. 
 
 
 

Charlottesville, Virginia 
Service for the Lord’s Day 

 
Transfiguration of the Lord 

February 26, 2017  
“It isn't the mountains ahead that wear you out,  

it's the little pebble in your shoe.” 
 ― Muhammad Ali  

Preparing to Hear God’s Word 
Opening Voluntary       Prelude & Fugue in C  J. S. Bach 
    
*Call to Worship       

Come up to me on the mountain. 
  A flame of fire bursts from the bush,  
  but the bush is not consumed. 

Come up to me on the mountain, and wait. 
  We will turn aside and see this great sight;  
  why does this bush not burn? 
Come up to me on the mountain, and I will show you the Way. 
  We shall take off our shoes,  
  for the place where we stand is holy ground. 
Rise up, people of faith!  Have no fear. 
  We shall climb to God  
  and the mountains and the hills shall sing as we go. 

#    

*Hymn Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise  No. 263 

  *Congregation may stand.     #Latecomers seated. 
Please turn off cell phones during the service. 

 


