
  
 Prayer of Confession  

O God, whose wisdom surpasses our understanding,  
 you made us to be people of blessing,  

 but we ignore the gifts you pour out and keep to ourselves. 
We are called to pray for those who mourn, 
 but we ignore your faithful presence and keep to ourselves. 
We are called to live in simplicity and humility  
 and care for the goodness of your earth, 
 but we build our lives without caring for whom or what is exploited.  
We do not hunger and thirst for justice when it costs us something;  
We do not practice mercy and kindness with ourselves, our neighbors,  
 or our enemies.   
Our hearts are clouded by selfishness and we cannot see you.  
Despite this, your grace remains.  You continue to bless.  
You continue to comfort.  You continue to call us to justice and beauty.   
Forgive us and renew us so that we might rejoice  
 again to be called peacemakers and children of God. 
 

  Silent Prayers 
 
  Sung Response  HS No. 68  

You are the Lord, giver of mercy! 
 You are the Christ, giver of mercy! 
 You are the Lord, giver of mercy! 
 
 Assurance of Forgiveness 

Rejoice and be glad, for God’s mercy is great; 
Jesus brings healing, justice, and peace.  Your sins are forgiven. 
 Amen. 
 

# 

*Congregational Response       HS No. 84 
Through north and south and east and west 

 may God’s immortal name be blessed: 
 Alleluia, alleluia! 
 Till everywhere beneath the sun, 
 God’s reign begins; God’s will is done: 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
 

 
  *Sharing of the Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you.    And also with you. 
 
    Announcements for the Church and Community 
 
 

God’s Word to us 
 

  
  Prayer for Illumination 

 
  Old Testament Lesson Micah 6:1-9 (OT pg. 816) 

 
  Gospel Lesson Matthew 5:1-10 (NT pg. 4) 

 
  Anthem (11:00) Blessed Are the Pure in Heart Walford Davies 

 
  Sermon People of Blessing Tracy Howe Wispelwey 
 
 
 Our Response to God 
 
  
 Affirmation of Faith 

We follow the Reconciler  
We bear His name and give you what he gave to us  
Peacemaker and healer  
Jesus taught us and leads us in the world now   
Peace (Shalom, Salaam)(4x) 

 
 
  Prayer Concerns and Prayers of the Congregation  
 Concluding with the Lord’s Prayer (Hymnal, pg. 16) 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
      

  The Offering 
      Offertory   (8:30) Let My Prayer Come Up Henry Purcell 
 (11:00) O Lord, How Can We Know Thee Ron Nelson
   

 
*Presentation of the Offering  HS No. 81 

Praise God, the Source of life and birth; 
Praise God, the Word, who came to earth; 
Praise God, the Spirit, holy flame: 
All glory, honor to God’s name. 

  
*Prayer of Dedication  

 
*Hymn  We All Are One in Mission No. 435 

[During the hymn, the congregation is invited to respond by bringing forward 
  our Presbytery Hunger Offering for hunger relief work.] 

   
*Benediction 

 

  Closing Voluntary Allegro in F  G. F. Handel 
 (from Organ Concerto in F)  

  
 
  

 

Following the benediction, it is fine to exit or remain for the Closing Voluntary;  
  however, everyone is encouraged to go to the Fellowship Hall for refreshment and fellowship. 
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Silent  

Prayer and 
Meditation 
Blessed God, 

 I yearn to see your 
vision of justice, 
love, and peace 

made real for me 
this day.  Open my 
eyes to the way of 
love that I may see 
your brilliant light 

shining into the 
hidden places of my 

heart and the 
darkened corners of 

the world. 
Amen. 
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“It will take all your heart, it will take all your breath. 
It will be short, it will not be simple.” 

  —Adrienne Rich 

 

Preparing to Hear God’s Word 
 
 

Opening Voluntary Prelude in E Minor G. F. Handel 
 
Welcome 
  
*Call to Worship    
 With what shall we come before the Lord this day. 

 We come with a love of justice and mercy, 
 and humility in our hearts and minds. 

 God is pouring out blessings this day. 
 In gratitude, let us receive the gifts of God’s love! 
 

# 
 
*Hymn    God Whose Giving Knows No Ending No. 422 

  *Congregation may stand.     #Latecomers seated. 
Please turn off cell phones during the service. 

 


