
  
 Prayer of Confession 

Merciful God, in great love you have claimed us as your children.   
We confess that we have not loved you as we should.  
We have not participated in your work and dream of justice;  
 we grow weary and give up when the way is hard.  
We have not loved our brothers and sisters, or our neighbors.  
Complacent in the presence of injustice and violence,  
 we fail to recognize our own complicity.  
Forgive us, especially when we fail to protect children so vulnerable  
 and precious in your sight.  
Forgive our misuse of power against people, and against your creation.  
Help us to praise you by living in harmony and peace. 
Set us free from fear that we may wholly trust in you.  

  We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, who shared our humanity. 
 
  Silent Prayers 
 
  Sung Response Christ, Have Mercy on Us HS No. 11 

Christ, have mercy on us, we together sing.   
For what you’ve done to save us, our praise we bring.   
You were born on Christmas, God among us here to be.   
Bringing us salvation, from sin to set us free.  Kyrie eleis.  

 
  Assurance of Forgiveness 

Children of God, Jesus Christ came to those who are broken and in need.  
He is our Savior in all our distress,and it is his presence that saves us.  
Declare with me the good news of the gospel: 
 In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!  

# 

*Congregational Response     On This Day Earth Shall Ring, v.4 No. 46 
On this day angels sing; With their song earth shall ring, 
Praising Christ, heaven’s King, Born on earth to save us;  
Peace and love He gave us.   
Ideo-o-o, Ideo-o-o, Ideo Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

 
*Sharing of the Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you.    And also with you. 
 
 

 
 

 
  Welcome  
 
  Announcements for the Church and Community 
 

God’s Word to us 
  
  Prayer for Illumination  

Holy One, our Word comes to us: Jesus Christ, Immanuel. 
Holy Word, you cross every border meant to shut you out.  
Holy Wisdom, speak to us in the word read and proclaimed. 
Hearing, may we dream your dreams and faithfully follow wherever you lead. 
In your triune name we pray.  
  Amen.  
 

 The Gospel Lesson Luke 2:15-21 (NT pg. 55) 
 
 Anthem Were You There on that Christmas Night? Natalie Sleeth 
 
 The New Testament Lesson Galatians 4:4-7 (NT pg. 178) 
  
  Sermon What’s New David Garth 
 
 Our Response to God 
 
*Affirmation of Faith 

 God is the eternal rock from year’s beginning to its end. 
God is faithful.  In each day God is present.  In each action God comes close. 
Through all eternity God is trustworthy.  Yesterday, today and forever. 
Sustaining, enlivening, making all things new. 
God is the eternal rock. 
    −Christine Sine 

 
  Prayer Concerns and Prayers of the Congregation  

      
  The Offering 

Offertory   Prayer at Christ-Mass Jane Marshall 
 
 
 
 



 
*Presentation of the Bread and Cup No. 53 

So bring him incense, gold and myrrh; Come peasant, king, to own him;  
The King of kings salvation brings; Let loving hearts enthrone him.  
This, this is Christ the King, Whom shepherds guard and angels sing;  

  Haste, haste to bring him laud, The babe, the son of Mary. 
 

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
    Invitation to the Lord’s Table 

 The Great Thanksgiving and The Lord’s Prayer      [Hymnal, page 16] 
  The Lord be with you. 
         And also with you. 
  Lift up your hearts. 
         We lift them up to the Lord. 
  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
   It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

  
Breaking of the Bread and Communion of the People 
   Communion Music Oh, Sleep Now, Holy Babe Hispanic folk tune 
    arr. Karl Osterland 
 

 Prayer after Communion (in unison)  
In this gifting season, O God, we are grateful for the gift of your Son,  
our Savior, Jesus Christ.  Receive, we pray, these offerings we bring. 
May they be used in the service of your grace and truth dwelling among us.  
In Christ’s holy name we pray.   

Amen. 
 

*Hymn  Jesus, the Light of the World  HS No. 9 
 
*Benediction 

 
  Closing Voluntary Jesus, the Light of the World German Chorale 
 arr. Paul Manz 
  

 

Following the benediction, it is fine to exit or remain for the Closing Voluntary;  
  however, everyone is encouraged to go to the Fellowship Hall for refreshment and fellowship. 
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Silent  

Prayer and 
Meditation 
Gracious God,  
your Christmas 

love is strong and 
bright but our 

vision of Christmas 
love is already 

fading.  You are 
beginning but we 

are weary.  Renew 
our faith and hope 

dear Lord, and 
bring new life to 
this community, 
that we might be 
your light and a 
sign of hope this 
year, through the 
grace of Jesus. 

Amen. 

Charlottesville, Virginia 
Service for the Lord’s Day 

 
First Sunday after Christmas 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion 
January 1, 2017 

 
Preparing to Hear God’s Word 

 
Opening Voluntary Noel for Flute Stops  Louis Calude D’Aquin 
  
 Welcome and Announcements  
 
*Call to Worship    
 This is the day that the Lord has made. 

 We will be glad and rejoice in it. 
 This is the year that the Lord has begun. 

 We will rejoice and be glad in it. 
Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed. 
God’s compassion never fails. 
 God’s mercy is new every morning. 

  
# 
    
*Hymn    The First Nowell No. 56 

  *Congregation may stand.     #Latecomers seated. 
Please turn off cell phones during the service. 

 
 


