GUIDELINES FOR MARRIAGE SERVICES AT WESTMINSTER
I. Preparation for marriage

1.
Marriage services at Westminster are held at the discretion of the pastors and Session of Westminster Church.

2. 
a.   Normally one of the pastors of Westminster would officiate at your service.  In some
circumstances, at the invitation of a pastor of Westminster and within the guidelines outlined
 herein, other pastors may participate in the ceremony with the approval of the Westminster
 Session.  
3. 
Ordinarily, at least one member of the couple must be a professing Christian who is
a) a regular worshipper at Westminster; or
b)
a child of members of Westminster who is a regular worshipper in some other Christian community.  In other situations, the pastor may call on Session for guidance in the individual case.

4. 
You must enter into preparation for the marriage service with the pastor concerning:

a.
the nature of your Christian commitment,

b.
the legal requirements of the state,

c.
the privileges and responsibilities of Christian marriage,

d.
the nature and form of the marriage service,

e.
the vows and commitments you will make,

f.
the relationship of these commitments to your lives of discipleship,

g.
the resources of the faith and the Christian community to assist you in fulfilling your marriage commitments.
5.
If either party has been married before:

a.
there must be a willingness to discuss the previous marriage and evidence given of mutual forgiveness and a willingness to enter into a new relationship;

b.
continuing concern must be shown for the well-being of the former spouse and any children of the prior marriage.

6. You must make your request to be married at least 75 days before the wedding date.
If you meet the above requirements and would like to explore further the possibility of being married at Westminster Church, please call the church office (434-293-3133) to make an appointment with one of the pastors.

II. The marriage service

All elements of the marriage service are at the discretion of the officiating pastor. The order of worship is planned in consultation with the pastor. A printed order of worship is appropriate; publishing is the responsibility of the couple. Professional wedding consultants may assist the couple, but they are not to be considered as the ones preparing or directing the worship service. On the rare occasion that neither Westminster pastor will be present for the rehearsal and

 ceremony, a church liaison will be assigned by the church staff to assist the wedding party and guests in the use of the building. (See fee schedule)
The marriage service may include music in many forms: vocal solos and choral music, the singing of hymns by the congregation, instrumental solos, and ensemble music. However, most popular music and love songs are not consistent with worship at Westminster. We recommend that such songs be shared at the wedding reception. 

The couple must contact Westminster’s music director/organist at least two months in advance to discuss and review the music for the service.  If any selections are considered to be inappropriate for a worship service at Westminster, the music director may decline to include them.  No recorded music is allowed at the service.  Other musicians may participate at the approval of the music director.  If the couple wishes an organist to play other than Westminster’s music director and if Westminster’s music director is available to play the service, a bench fee is to be paid (as is customary) to the music director of half the wedding fee ($125).  If the music director considers attendance at the wedding rehearsal unnecessary, he may elect not to attend and $50 will be subtracted from the wedding fee.

As at any other worship service, the use of alcohol is inappropriate; alcoholic beverages are not permitted on church property in preparation for and during a wedding service.

The size of the sanctuary at the front may limit the number of people who can comfortably gather there.
We discourage the inclusion of very young children in the wedding party and ask couples to consider the maturity of children they wish to have participate in the ceremony.
Flowers and decorations should reflect the simple integrity of the sanctuary’s interior. Many couples choose to leave their flower arrangements for the church’s worship on Sunday morning as a reminder to the congregation of their marriage. Please tell the pastor or church office if you wish to leave your arrangement(s).

If candles are used, care should be taken that the carpet be protected from dripping wax. 
Photography should not interfere with the worship service. Thus, the use of camera flash during the ceremony is not allowed, either by a professional photographer or by guests. Videotaping is permitted only from the balcony, using available light. The wedding couple is responsible for communicating and enforcing this policy. 

During some church seasons, there are liturgical wall hangings in the sanctuary.  Couples need to be aware that these hangings are a part of Westminster’s worship life.   If a wedding occurs during the seasons of Epiphany, Eastertide, or on a Saturday before the Lord’s Supper will be celebrated, the wall hangings will be present and will not be removed for a wedding. 

III. Fee schedule

Organist:

$250 – base fee (includes initial consultation, one rehearsal and ceremony)

  $25 – each additional rehearsal with soloists or instrumentalists

Sexton:

$100 – base fee (includes Sanctuary and Administration buildings)

  $50 – if Fellowship Hall is used for reception

  $25 – if nursery is used

Church Liaison (if needed): $100  
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